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Early art 

Engraving, 
possibly by a 
Neanderthal, at 
Gorham's Cave, 
Gibraltar from 
39,000 years 
ago. 

Engraved ochre, by 
Homo sapiens, from 
Blombos Cave, 
South Africa from 
100,000 years ago. 
 

Shell engraved by 
Homo erectus in 
Java 500,000 years 
ago. 
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Ice Age art by Homo sapiens 
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Altamira cave in Spain 

Many bison were painted on the ceiling of this cave in 
northern Spain around 18,000 years ago. The painters used 
the contours of the ceiling to make the bison appear in 3D. 
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