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Examiner’s Comments: A grade candidate
Question 1 Doctor Who

The candidate’s opening paragraph begins with good knowledge and understanding,
but contains unnecessary contextual information. An area for development would
be to begin examining the extract from the outset of the essay. There is
knowledgeable discussion awarded under EAA of gender representation. It would
be better to start the essay from paragraph two.

The candidate analyses camera shot angle and composition very well from
paragraph two. This analysis of shot types in relation to character moves beyond
description to analysis, for example the male gender as powerful, the use of
authoritative tones in the Master’s voice. (P3)

Sound and editing is addressed in the second paragraph on page 4, in particular
around the character, Martha and the importance that the music has in constructing
her position in the drama. There is some awkwardness in the discussion of editing -
the candidate makes constant reference to the compilation of shots; editing is
discussed elsewhere in relation to the use of shot reverse shots and reference is
made to continuity. Sound is developed to a good level on page 5, second paragraph
and linked to a discussion of gender.

The candidate concludes the response with a discussion of mise en scéne. Overall
the response is very sound, but not reaching level four marks. Level three marks
were awarded for EAA and the use of examples — a mid range.

[t was felt that the candidate had competent knowledge and understanding of how
the technical features construct gender representation. The use of media
terminology was mostly accurate. This was a sound response with a balance to the
answer, covering all technical points, though editing was underdeveloped.

Examiner’s comments Question 2 Film

The candidate shows good knowledge and understanding and addresses the
question set for question 2. The use of case studies is exemplified in Slumdog
Millionaire and Batman: The Dark Knight. There is evident institutional knowledge
and understanding and a recognition between two types of film ownership:
Hollywood and British independent, an example of a good approach in addressing
the area of the film industry.

The candidate argues that both film companies used technological convergence to
their advantage, as illustrated three-quarters of the way down on page 7. They
compare the different marketing campaigns and the use of websites and notes the
disparities between the production of both films and how they were marketed using
technological convergence.



On page 8, the response then examines distribution in relation to the key media
concept of synergy and the use of technological convergence. The use of
examples is sustained and detailed, selecting quite discriminately which ones to use.
This ability to compare and contrast the effective marketing of the two films is a
sound basis for developing the candidate’s answer in relation to the EAA and EG
marks being awarded.

The discussion of digital initiatives was also key to the candidate’s response, in
terms of the use of websites, mobile communication and the they also again contrast
the differences between the two case studies, for example, see discussion of
Slumdog Millionaire and Batman Returns on page 9.

This response gained a level four across all three categories. It is a sustained and
knowledgeable argument, which has depth and covers a range of suitable points
and use of examples. The use of terminology is very accurate. It was not awarded
top marks, but met bottom level 4 criteria for EAA and the use of examples.

Overall, across both questions, this candidate’s script was awarded an A grade.



