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Dr Suzanne Ainley   sue@ainleygroup.com 

Consultant ς Special Projects 

The Ainley Group, Collingwood, Canada  

 

Title:  The Ontario Farm Fresh Marketing Association: A Decade of Data 
 

Purpose of this paper  

The Ontario Farm Fresh Marketing Association (OFFMA) surveyed its membership on three 
occasions over the past decade.  The focus of 2005 and 2009 studies were on benchmarking the 
economic impacts, and beginning to identifying opportunities and challenges faced by direct-farm 
marketers in the province. The 2016 survey again looked at similar areas; however, it added 
questions related to working with family members and farm/business succession. 

Design/methodology/approach  

All three studies used surveys. Over time the questions asked have varied. Previous studies 
included farmers and visitors, while the last one involved only farmers. Implementation has 
changed from administered by telephone to the questionnaire being online.  Finally, contextualizing 
and comparing each studies over the past decade will be incorporated. 

Findings 

The results of the 2016 survey will be shared, along with a longitudinal analysis of the three studies 
over the past decade. 

Practical implications  

Results from the 2016 study, similar to those found in 2005 and 2009, will identify how OFFMA can 
best service its members ensuring they remain viable farm operations.  

In addition, undertaking a longitudinal analysis will provide a comprehensive understanding of the 
economic impacts, challenges and opportunities faced by direct-farm marketing in Ontario. It may 
also illuminate the value of being an OFFMA member.  This knowledge may attract other farms to 
join OFFMA.   

Policy Implications (if applicable) 

The results will help OFFMA promote direct-farm marketing to policy makers and the general 
public.  Doing so may help keep these farms profitable and relevant in the future. 

What is the originality/value of paper? 

Reporting the methodology and results of the 2016 study to practitioners. Providing a longitudinal 
analysis of the economic impact, opportunities and challenges faced by direct-farm marketers in 
Ontario will demonstrate the value of ongoing monitoring of entrepreneurial farmers. 
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Dr Nikolaos Apostolopoulos  
nikolaos.apostolopoulos@plymouth.ac.uk  

Lecturer in Entrepreneurship 

University of Plymouth 

 

Title:  The impact of agro-tourism entrepreneurship in rural development 
 

Purpose of this paper  

The purpose of this empirical paper is twofold. The first purpose is to highlight the significant role 
of agro-tourism entrepreneurship in rural economy and development. The second purpose is to 
explore and identify if funding from European Funds for rural growth through the agro-tourism 
entrepreneurship development and enhancement, produce the desired and expected results.  

Design/methodology/approach  

The research aims were approached by designing a prototype questionnaire focusing on the 
interaction between agro-tourism entrepreneurship and European funding. This research exploits 
the records from 1105 agro-tourism enterprises which were funded by the European Structural 
Funds in Greece during the period 2007-2013. These enterprises were funded with the amount of 
173,068,087.68 euro, and through the ATED-Q (Argo-Tourism Entrepreneurship Development-
Questionnaire) it is attempted to analyse the factors contributing or not to rural development. In 
addition, GIS is used in order to depict and analyse the agro-tourism entrepreneurship in Greece in 
order to explore in depth the rural regions where the agro-tourism entrepreneurship concentrated. 

Findings 

As it is presented from the empirical data analysis, the results of funding agro-tourism 
ŜƴǘǊŜǇǊŜƴŜǳǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ {ǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŀƭ CǳƴŘǎ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ƻƴŜǎΤ ǘƘŜ 
impact on rural development was low in relation to the funding programme aims. 

Practical implications  

This research could be used as a practical tool from new entrepreneurs in the field of agro-tourism 
concerning the exploitation of funding, avoiding possible shortfalls. 

Policy Implications (if applicable) 

This research could be used as a policy navigator in redesigning the funding strategy concerning 
agro-tourism entrepreneurship in rural areas. 

What is the originality/value of paper? 

The novel aspect of this research is to bring out the complex issue of funding agro-tourism 
entrepreneurship in rural areas and its impact, and highlight the factors affecting this form of 
entrepreneurship. 

mailto:nikolaos.apostolopoulos@plymouth.ac.uk
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Akanganngang Asitik, Prof. Richard Sharpley & 
Dr Chris Phelan   jasitik@uds.edu.gh  

University for Development Studies, Tamale, 
Ghana 

University of Central Lancashire, Preston, UK 

University of Lincoln, UK 

Title:  Barriers and Drivers of Entrepreneurship in Rural Northern Ghana: A Community 
Capitals Framework Approach 

Purpose of this paper  

This paper critically examines the entrepreneurial potential of rural northern Ghana within the 
Community Capitals Framework (CCF) to establish which forms of capital are either drivers or 
barriers to entrepreneurial development in this region.    

Design/methodology/approach  

The study adopts a qualitative research approach (n=72) to examine community capitals within four 
case study districts. Focus groups and semi-structured interviews were employed, with two levels 
of data gathered at the district and community levels. 

Findings 

The findings reveal, that the natural, cultural, social and human capital of the research communities 
offers significant entrepreneurial potential for rural northern Ghana. However, in contrast, the 
regional built capital (or infrastructure) in the form of water, electricity and road network and 
conditions, coupled with the scarcity of financial capital, poses a major challenge to meaningful 
entrepreneurial development. 

Practical implications  

The study serves as a reminder to organisations engaging in entrepreneurship as a means of 
development, to not focus too narrowly on people and the sum of potential opportunities but, 
rather, to critically analyse the rural environment. Specifically, the paper advocates the Community 
Capitals Framework, to establish the linkages between forms of capital and as a mechanism to 
identify drivers and barriers to entrepreneurship. 

Policy Implications (if applicable) 

What is the originality/value of paper?   

It is believed that this paper is the first to apply the Community Capitals Framework to the 
conditions affecting rural entrepreneurial development in sub-Saharan Africa. Moreover, the paper 
also addresses a notable gap in the literature in regards to entrepreneurship and infrastructure in 
rural contexts. 

mailto:jasitik@uds.edu.gh
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Dr Karla Boluk, Dr Carol Kline & Dr Zeine 
Mottiar   
kboluk@waterloo.ca  klinecs@appstate.edu  
Ziene.mottiar@dit.ie   

Faculty of Applied Health Sciences and 
Department of Recreation and Leisure Studies 

University of Waterloo, Ontario, Canada 

Title:   Roles of Social Entrepreneurs in rural tourism development 

Purpose of this paper  

This paper seeks to explore how social entrepreneurs are relevant to our consideration of rural 
tourism development. At a time when many peripheral rural areas face significant challenges in 
terms of sustaining communities and attracting tourists it is often social entrepreneurs as much as 
traditional entrepreneurs who are involved in developing new ideas, new products and activities 
and visioning a future for the area. This paper, which is based on case studies from rural areas in 
Ireland, South Africa and USA, identifies key roles that social entrepreneurs play in terms of rural 
tourism development. 

Design/methodology/approach  

The methodological approach relies on case study, qualitative research that has been undertaken in 
separate studies in Ireland, South Africa and the USA. The geographical reach of the data provides 
an interesting insight into experiences in very different contexts, and yet identifies similarities that 
provide insight into the roles social entrepreneurs can adopt. While this is an advantage it also 
creates limitations as the data was not originally collected for the purpose of studying the issue of 
ǊƻƭŜǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ŜƳŜǊƎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎΩ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘΦ 

Findings 

The key findings are that social entrepreneurs play important roles in terms of identifying tourism 
potential, developing networks and identifying and developing common goals/visions. 

Practical implications  

The study has practical implications for those interested in enhancing the tourism potential of an 
area and policy makers dealing with social entrepreneurs as it provides insight into the important 
role that social entrepreneurs can play in rural development. 

Policy Implications (if applicable) 

What is the originality/value of paper?   

While the role of traditional entrepreneurs in tourism development has been discussed in the 
literature, this is the first effort at exploring the different roles that social entrepreneurs can play. 

mailto:kboluk@waterloo.ca
mailto:klinecs@appstate.edu
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Dr Gary Bosworth & Roger Turner   
gbosworth@lincoln.ac.uk; 
turners20@btinternet.com 

Reader in Enterprise and Rural Economies,  
University of Lincoln;    

5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΣ CǊŜŜƭŀƴŎŜ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŜǎΩ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘ 

Title:  Interrogating the Meaning of a Rural Business Through a Rural Capitals Framework 

Purpose: The purpose of this paper is to use 2 new case studies of businesses established in 
9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ άǊǳǊŀƭ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎέΦ 
This draws on an earlier framework proposed by Bosworth (2012) where location alone was 
considered an insufficient discriminant.   

Design/methodology/approach  

Two case studies are presented as the basis for analysis against a set of parameters defined from 
earlier research.  The case studies are drawn from personal experiences of working with the 
companies and additional interviews and secondary materials are introduced to collate a detailed 
representation of rural characteristics of the ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊǎΩ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ 
the development of the businesses. 

Findings 

One business was founded in a rural location but now operates nationally, and through its growth it 
has drawn different values from its rural origins.  Initially it supplied a local rural market and early 
growth was a response to demand from other rural businesses. Now, the rural head office remains, 
generating local employment, but otherwise the rural setting appears only to provide a strong 
business identity.  The second is a small business that operates from a single remote location but is 
tied into global supply chains. Although its connections to the rural economy are less obvious the 
stillness and quietness of its location is essential for the precision manufacturing processes. 

Practical implications  

With rural economies across the developed world increasingly mirroring those of urban regions, the 
need to better understand what, if anything, distinguishes businesses in rural areas, and how rural 
qualities can be harnessed as such businesses develop is of increasing importance.  Rural 
businesses that have strong connections to local communities and draw on local assets are 
considered more likely to support local development trajectories than more footloose and less 
embedded ones. 

Policy Implications (if applicable) 

! ŎƭŜŀǊŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ άǊǳǊŀƭέ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ ŀ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ Ŏŀƴ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ 
approaches that deal with rural challenges and support the harnessing of rural opportunities for 
businesses that are connected to rural places.  Such approaches would be better tailored to local 
conditions that broad-brush spatial policies. 

What is the originality/value of paper?  ! ŎƭŜŀǊŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ άǊǳǊŀƭ-ƴŜǎǎέ ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ 
and influences a business and the relationship which a business has with its local environment. 

mailto:gbosworth@lincoln.ac.uk
mailto:turners20@btinternet.com
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Dr Liz Brooks & Dr Artur Steiner    
l.brooks@carboncentre.org 

artur.steiner@gcu.ac.uk 

Research Fellow, Crichton Carbon Centre 

Lecturer in Social Entrepreneurship, Glasgow 
Caledonian University  

Title:  How to enhance the impact of rural social enterprises on rural development? 
Learning from the rural context 

Purpose of this paper  

This paper is based on an empirical study that aimed to explore how to enhance impact of rural 
social enterprises on rural development in the South of Scotland. In order to fulfil this aim, the 
study objective was to identify opportunities as well as key challenges and threats to local social 
enterprise development. 

Design/methodology/approach  

This paper focuses on rural social enterprises and it is based on a desk analysis of policy documents, 
strategies and reports, and 11 interviews with regional and national social enterprise stakeholders. 
While the study was located in rural areas in the South of Scotland, the findings might be relevant 
to other rural social enterprises. To verify that, more studies in this filed should be conducted. 

Findings 

Our findings identify key opportunities and threats to the development of social enterprises in the 
South of Scotland. These are then used to generate recommendations for practice and policy. 

Practical implications  

Key practical implications of the study highlight that, in order to grow, rural social enterprises 
should engage in co-production of public services and turn existing needs into business 
opportunities. Moreover, rural social enterprises can take advantage of the rural context by 
engaging in new emerging markets associated with rural economies as well as creating locally 
tailored solutions to local challenges. 

Policy Implications (if applicable) 

The paper identifies that there is a need to recognise regional variations and acknowledge rurality 
as factors influencing the activities of social enterprises. When designing and implementing social 
enterprise strategies and support structures it is important to engage multiple and diverse local 
stakeholders to make social enterprises work more efficiently. Finally, in order for social enterprise 
to provide localised services and contribute to national and regional policy objectives, there is a 
need to adopt an integrated approach to service delivery that recognises the long term economic, 
social and environmental impacts, as well as added value of local social enterprises. 

What is the originality/value of paper? 

Despite increasing interest in social enterprises and their potential role in local development, and in 
spite of growing recognition that geographical context matters (Steiner & Atterton, 2015), little is 
known about activities of rural social enterprises and knowledge about how social enterprises 
function in rural areas is scattered (Monoz et al., 2015). This paper addresses this knowledge gap by 
developing understanding of how to enhance the impact of rural social enterprises on rural 
development. 

mailto:l.brooks@carboncentre.org
mailto:artur.steiner@gcu.ac.uk
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Daniel Buabeng  d.buabeng@kpnplanet.nl  

PhD Researcher 

University of Wales, Lampeter Campus 

Title:    Why is Social Entrepreneurship an attractive development strategy in rural Africa? 

Purpose of this paper  

Most of the schemes and initiatives of rural development in Africa are mostly focused on 
Agriculture. Current opinion in Africa is however divided concerning the relative importance of the 
different sectors and especially of Agriculture.  Secondly, rural development in Africa continue to 
have a strong poverty focus, but the approach of combating the issue of rural poverty remain 
business as usual. That is to say, stimulate output in the productive sectors of the economy and 
expect that poverty would decrease or disappear in the rural areas once these macro issues had 
been addressed. The fact is that other dimensions come into play in the process of rural growth, 
such as health, education and other activities outside the agricultural sector. It is in this respect that 
the paper based on case study examples argue for the social entrepreneurship model as a smart 
development strategy in rural Africa. The paper presentation is arranged as follows. Firstly, it points 
to two tenets of the social enterprise concept and use proverbial description to show their 
relevance in Africa rural development. Secondly it deliberates on two reasons that make social 
entrepreneurship an attractive development strategy in Africa and thirdly it concludes by case 
study examples to highlight the significance of rural social entrepreneurship in Africa. 

Design/methodology/approach  

The paper builds on the tenets regarding social entrepreneurship and use proverbial description 
and case study examples. The small sample size limits generalizations to other settings. 

Findings 

That Entrepreneurs not only build their businesses, but they also inspire and pass along skills to 
others. 

Practical implications  

Provided insight into the importance of business development in rural Africa. That charity is not 
enough. 

Policy Implications (if applicable) 

For policy makers, it turns the spotlight on the need to create an environment that will make rural 
people talk freely and listen to them and not dictate to them to find the way out. 

What is the originality/value of paper?   

The framework helps lay a foundation for further research on rural social entrepreneurship in the 
African context. 

mailto:d.buabeng@kpnplanet.nl
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Dr Anita Busljeta Tonkovic , Dr Jelena Pudjak, 
Dr Drazen Simlesa & Dr Filip Majetic 
anita.busljeta.tonkovic@pilar.hr, 
jelena.pudjak@pilar.hr, 
drazen.simlesa@pilar.hr, filip.majetic@pilar.hr 

Institute of Social Sciences, Ivo Pilar 

Zagreb, Croatia  

Title:  Social Entrepreneurship as Sustainable Rural Development Supporting Model: The 
Case Study of Croatian Mountain Rural Area άLikaέ 

Purpose of this paper  

The main purpose of the paper is to present social entrepreneurship as sustainable rural 
development supporting model that could bring development dimensions in balance.  

Design/methodology/approach  

The paper design is connected to the case study that will use desk method and statistic data 
analysis in the first part. Second part will be created by using structural interviews results. The 
interview was oriented to the social actors who are interesting in sustainable development and 
have its own vision of socio-economic prosperity of the rural area in which they live. 

Findings 

Research results are showing social actors awareness about sustainable development possibilities 
and also awareness about alternative economy that could lead to enhanced life conditions. Social 
entrepreneurship is economical model that social actors see as part of alternative economy 
opportunity. 

Practical implications  

Practical implications of the paper are connected to the dissemination of the social 
entrepreneurship idea as supporting model that could help in achieving initial stadium of 
sustainable rural development in Croatian rural area in general. 

Policy Implications (if applicable) 

Both mountain counties in Croatia (Lika-senj and Primorsko-goranska) have to bring new 

development strategies. This paper could be useful as background for strategy conceptualization.  

 

What is the originality/value of paper? 

The originality of the paper is in its theme field which is talking about social entrepreneurships as 
sustainable rural development supporting model in particular rural area that is one of the most 
neglected in Croatia. 

mailto:anita.busljeta.tonkovic@pilar.hr
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Title:  The decline of rural services and facilities in England and its impact of local 
communities: a longitudinal study 
 

Purpose of this paper  

The empirical study presented in this paper explores the decline of services in rural areas of 
England and its impact on local communities and economies. The author uses a unique dataset 
comprising information about facilities and services available in the English countryside. Data are 
reported at a parish level, the lowest administrative level in the UK. Moreover, information is 
provided in two different points in time (2000 and 2010), allowing for a longitudinal analysis of the 
changes occurred in the selected parishes. 

Design/methodology/approach  

Use of SEM models/regression models.  

Findings 

Results provide factual evidence of the decline of rural services, measuring the impact this decline 
has on a wide range of activities carried out at a local level. In addition, findings corroborate 
evidence gathered from previous studies on the relationships between small retailers and social 
engagement in rural communities 

Practical implications  

The analysis demonstrated the disappearance of essential facilities in the rural communities 
examined, while others maintain their number constant and some others even increase. Outcomes 
of this analysis are discussed and explored with regard to possible policies and initiatives which 
could help preserving the positive impact that local businesses and entrepreneurship have on the 
English countryside. 

Policy Implications (if applicable) 

N/A  

What is the originality/value of paper? 

A unique longitudinal dataset of rural data provides multiple information of different aspects of 

rural life. 

Prof. Ignazio Cabras 
ignazio.cabras@northumbria.ac.uk  

Chair in Entrepreneurship and Regional 
Economic Development 

Newcastle Business School, Northumbria 
University 

mailto:ignazio.cabras@northumbria.ac.uk
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Polly Chapman & Brian Weaver    
Polly.chapman@hisez.co.uk  

Director (PC) and Chief Executive Officer (BW) 

Highlands and Islands Social Enterprise Zone 
(HISEZ), Inverness 

Title:  A Visual Tour of the Challenges of Rural Social Enterprise in the Scottish Highlands & Islands 

Purpose of this paper:   

Through a photographic tour of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland we will explore a number of 
issues faced by rural communities in the 21st century.  These will include: 

¶ Community ownership ς ownership by who and for whom? What have the benefits been? 
What difference has it made? What next? 

¶ Rural enterprise ς who and what are the drivers for development? 

¶ What and who is the community? 

¶ What do we expect from rural social enterprises, and is this realistic and reasonable?  What 
are the limitations? 

¶ What happens when you grant fund a project?  On what is the decision made, who designs 
it, manages it and runs it, and on behalf of whom? 

The paper is based on years of experience of working directly with communities and social 
enterprises in the Highlands & Islands, providing business and development support.  As such it is a 
combination of case study, conceptual and empirical work. HISEZ is Scotland's first CIC (Community 
Interest Company), based in Inverness, employing 6 people.  We survive without grant assistance, 
and we are a profitable social enterprise. 

Through a photographic tour of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland we will explore a number of 
issues faced by rural communities in the 21st century.  The Highlands and Islands has a unique 
history and geography which has led to a disproportionately high number of social enterprises 
being established. Although the area only covers around 10% of the Scottish population, 22% of 
Scottish social enterprises are found in the area.  The profile of this 22% is different to that of the 
rest of Scotland, both in terms of size (they tend to be smaller) and purpose (more focus on 
ownership of assets and filling service gaps).  Based on years of working with community 
enterprises in the Highlands and Islands, providing business support, we will explore what social 
enterprise means in the context of the area, the challenges they face, what they achieve, and what 
some of the limitations are.  We will examine what drives communities to take on local assets and 
start community enterprises, and look at how representative of the community the individuals 
involved actually are.  This raises questions which we will explore about what is community, how do 
small communities manage to deliver, how should we best support them in the process (financially 
and otherwise), and what is it realistic to expect of communities?   

Design/methodology/approach:  
The paper and the discussion are based on our observations from years of engagement with over 
100 rural enterprises, from the very small to the very large.  Given the unique nature of the 
Highlands & Islands we illustrate the presentation photographically, as only in this way can you 
appreciate the constraints and opportunities that the region presents to those entrepreneurs 
operating locally. The paper aims to stimulate discussion through first a painting of a picture and a 
scenario based on the findings from our work, and then the posing of a series of challenging 
questions. 

Findings:   
The main finding of our work is that the journey from the inception of an enterprising idea (for a 

mailto:Polly.chapman@hisez.co.uk
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land buyout, creation of a community hub, development of a village hall or transport scheme, for 
instance), to its ultimate creation and operation, is not always what it seems.  There is a naivety in 
seeking community buy-ƛƴ ōȅ ŦǳƴŘŜǊǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
how they work. Similarly, the person who is driven enough to make a project happen is unlikely to 
represent the community because it is their very difference from the others that drives them in the 
first place. Community land buy-outs do not necessarily give control of the asset to the community 
in the way that has been envisaged, and perhaps it is unrealistic to have expected this to happen. 

Practical implications  

Policy Implications (if applicable):   
The implications for policy are centred around how to best support the development and growth of 
community and social enterprises across rural areas, what some of the unintended consequences 
of this development might be, and how these could best be ameliorated.  There is also learning for 
how services can be better commissioned by public bodies, to get a better return for the public 
pound. 

What is the originality/value of paper?   
The paper is based on our own work as the only organisation providing in-depth 1-2-1 business 
support to community enterprises across the Highlands and Islands.  As well as drawing on the 
qualitative experience we have gained, we have also piloted and developed a small research tool 
which explores the differing approaches people have to grants and contracts, and the implications 
of these for the support of the sector. 
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Prof. David Charles   dcharles@lincoln.ac.uk  

Deputy Head of Lincoln International Business 
School   

University of Lincoln  

 

Title:  Rural university campuses and support for entrepreneurship  
 

Purpose of this paper  

The paper examines the extent to which universities and satellite campuses in predominantly rural 
areas are able to provide significant support for rural innovation and entrepreneurship. It presents 
empirical evidence from six case study university locations in the UK. 

Design/methodology/approach  

The study used a case study approach with interviews in the universities and with local 
development agencies and local authorities in each location. Altogether 14 staff were interviewed 
across seven universities as there were two universities present on the Dumfries campus. Also in 
each case representatives of external stakeholders in local authorities, enterprise agencies or 
chambers of commerce were interviewed. A total of 15 external stakeholders were interviewed. 

Findings 

The university campuses were highly varied in their strategies, structure, disciplinary orientation 
and relationship with any parent university. However almost all struggled with the tension between 
specialisation on the research needs of the local business community and the educational needs of 
the local population. Support for entrepreneurship was often seen as a means of connecting the 
two but with limited impact on the wider region. Local agencies were keen to support the 
universities in these efforts but reported that additional support was still needed from outside the 
region to address the diversity of need. 

Practical implications  

The paper provides some practical lessons for universities and local stakeholders in developing 
regional innovation and enterprise strategies. 

Policy Implications (if applicable) 

Overall policy lessons can be drawn relating to the national policy for the distribution of university 
campuses, and current government policies to encourage more small campuses in rural areas. 

What is the originality/value of paper? 

There has been little previous empirical research on rurally based universities and their interactions 

with industry. The paper is exploratory. 

mailto:dcharles@lincoln.ac.uk
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Victoria Ellis, Dr Agnieszka Rydzik & Elizabeth 

Clarke  Vellis@lincoln.ac.uk  

Lecturer, Lecturer and Head Brewer 

University of Lincoln & Horncastle Ales 

Title:  Female-only brewing collaborative learning networks: How trust unlocks knowledge  

Purpose of this paper  

The microbrewing industry ς a traditionally male-dominated sector ς has seen increased 
participation of women, consistent with the sectors significant growth.  Indeed, since 2000, the 
number of breweries has expanded by 122.6%, an increase of 613 breweries across the UK, many of 
which are located in rural economies.  Networks offer a forum for collective learning which is 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ǾŀǊƛŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ όCǳƭƳŜǊ Ŝǘ ŀƭΣ мффуύΦ  Lǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜǎ άǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴΣ 
relational synergies, a strong sense of belonging, and the development of shared understanding 
ŀƴŘ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ōƻǘƘ ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƭƛŎƛǘ ƛƴ ƴŀǘǳǊŜέ ό/Ǌƻǎǎ ŀƴŘ 
Armstrong, 2008, 601).  However, masculinised occupations downgrade feminised skills and 
characteristics (Ridgeway, 1988) where the female body in physically demanding occupations such 
as brewing, further devalues their technical competencies (Woodfield, 2014).  Therefore women 
are judged by different standards than their male counterparts (Baack et al, 1994) thus requiring a 
ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ǇǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ άǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ώƳŜƳōŜǊǎϐ ǿƛƭƭ 
ƴƻǘ ŜƳōŀǊǊŀǎǎΣ ǊŜƧŜŎǘΣ ƻǊ ǇǳƴƛǎƘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǳǇέ ό9ŘƳƻƴŘǎƻƴΣ мфффΣ орпύΦ  !ǎ ǎǳŎƘΣ 
network members must trust each other to share knowledge and information (Holton, 2001) 
without the fear of gendered based prejudices.  By situating female microbrewing entrepreneurs 
and their experiences at the centre, this presentation examines how a female-only brewing 
collaborative learning network uses trust as a facilitator for learning and knowledge exchange. 

Design/methodology/approach  

This study examines the Project Venus network, a closed group of female brewers (Brewsters), 
designed to support female microbrewers across the United Kingdom and Ireland through 
collaborative brewing events and a closed Facebook forum. The study is based on 16 in-depth 
interviews and participant observation at five Project Venus brewing events.  

Findings 

The female-only nature of the network promoted psychological safety (Edmonson, 1999) which 
increased and unrestricted the dialogue between members which might have otherwise been 
silenced due to perceived gender prejudices.   In addition, the intensive social engagement of the 
network empowered the members and provided ongoing support via the closed Facebook group 
which offered opportunities to collectively learn, exchange and create knowledge.  Perhaps more 
importantly, this ongoing support enabled greater risks to be taken. 

Practical implications  

This research provides evidence that trust in a female-only collaborative learning network in a 
male-dominated industry acted as a facilitator to learning and knowledge creation which is 
significant for rural communities to promote female entrepreneurial participation. 

Policy Implications (if applicable) 

What is the originality/value of paper? 

This presentation presents findings from a Project Venus network member, Elizabeth Clarke (Head 
Brewster of Horncastle Ales ς Lincolnshire) and provides greater understanding of learning 
facilitators for female entrepreneurs.   

mailto:Vellis@lincoln.ac.uk
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Prof. Ted Fuller   tfuller@lincoln.ac.uk  

Professor of Entrepreneurship and Strategic 
Foresight 

University of Lincoln  

 

Title:  Technological Futures in Rural Enterprises  
 

Purpose of this paper  

The purpose of this paper is to elaborate ways in which rural enterprises prepare for their futures 
with respect to technological developments.  It sets out a methodological framework for 
operationalizing the notion of Anticipation and applies this to data from interviews with a range of 
rural small enterprises. 

Design/methodology/approach  

The methodology takes an anticipatory perspective.  Anticipation is conceptualised as processes 
ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΤ Ƙƻǿ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƛǎ ΨǳǎŜŘΩ ǘƻ ƎǳƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘŜ 
practices.  The data is drawn from ten case studies of small enterprises in rural areas, based on 
interviews with the principals and follow-up engagement with the firms to help them shape their 
digital strategies. 

Findings 

Analysis to date, initially published at the ISBE conference in 2015 and subject to more data and 
analysis for this paper, highlights the particular concerns and focus of the business owner-managers 
with regard to their identify and practices the digital economy.  This analysis also helps to reveal the 
more precise nature of the mediating quality of anticipation between knowledge and action in rural 
entrepreneurial contexts in a digital economy. 

Practical implications  

The work allows us to understand the actual challenges being addressed by rural enterprises, rather 
than taking a supply-side perspective on what these might be.  In particular it helps us understand 
how these challenges are constructed, anticipated and responded to.  This knowledge is likely to be 
of value to other rural enterprises in that they can learn and judge what anticipatory practices 
might help them to achieve their prospects. This in turn will have effect on the design of rural 
business models. 

Policy Implications (if applicable) 

The work provides qualitative contribution to areas of enterprise and rural policies by 
understanding more clearly the needs and practices of enterprises with respect to the digital 
economy.  

What is the originality/value of paper? 

This paper contributes to empirical and theoretical knowledge with regard to the forward-looking 
capacities of rural enterprises; in particular their anticipatory practices and some further 
clarification of the diversity of rural business models in the digital economy. 

mailto:tfuller@lincoln.ac.uk
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Dr Rebecca Herron   rherron@lincoln.ac.uk 

Reader 

Community Organisation Research Group 
University of Lincoln  

Title:  aƻŘŜƭƭƛƴƎ wǳǊŀƭ {ƻŎƛŀƭ 9ƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜΥ Iƻǿ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ΨǊǳǊŀƭƛǘȅΩ ǎƘŀǇŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ 
enterprises found in rural locations. 

Purpose of this paper  

The purpose of this paper is conceptual in that it uses examples from existing literature and 
previous work within rural communities to develop a model for discussing different types of rural 
social enterprise found in Lincolnshire and elsewhere. 

Design/methodology/approach  

The approach involves creating a taxonomy of forms of Social Enterprise based around different 
notions and conceptualisations of rurality.  This is compared with existing frameworks and 
populated with examples of local and national/international cases. 

¢ƘŜ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ΨǿƻǊƪ-in-ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƘƻǇŜǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ 
help to develop and enrich it; through critique, extension and the addition of further examples. 

Findings 

The model presents several distinct forms of Rural Social Enterprise and links these to local cases. 

Practical implications  

The main practical implication is to develop distinctions that help to further understand how the 
notion of rurality helps shape different forms of Social Enterprise and to help reflections on ways in 
which these might differ from more urban contexts. 

Policy Implications (if applicable) 

Not yet applicable ς though there may later be potential to consider the different support needs for 
the different forms of enterprise. 

What is the originality/value of paper? 

The paper looks afresh at the rural social enterprises found in Lincolnshire and hopes to help 
encourage and extend theoretical modelling of these. 
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Prof. Anne-Mette Hjalager & Dr Grzegorz 
Kwiatkowski    Hjalager@sam.sdu.dk  

Danish Centre for Rural Research 

University of Southern Denmark 

 

Title:  Entrepreneurial implications of rural festivals 

Purpose of this paper  

Rural festivals emerge in numbers, scale and variety. They contribute to the attractiveness and 
viability of rural places for citizens as well as visitors.  Typically, festivals are deeply embedded in 
the local ecosystems of sports, cultural, business and other types of associations, and they benefit 
from the participation as they deliver elements of coherence, commitment and meaning, and 
sometimes economic benefits as well. The purpose of this empirical study is to investigate the 
business entrepreneurship element in Danish rural festivals. 

Design/methodology/approach  

The study is based on a survey among 315 rural festivals and events in Denmark. This paper focuses 
on the nature, prevalence and importance of business activities at such festivals, and on the 
opportunities (or lack of such) for entrepreneurs to utilize festivals as platforms for business 
development such as sales activities, marketing, product testing, and customer feedback. 

Findings 

Only very few festivals are entirely commercial. For a number of reasons, the business element is 
generally low-geared, even de-professionalized. New types of rural festivals are emerging, 
indicating the existence of gaps in the festival portfolio landscape that evolving categories of 
entrepreneurs are seeking to exploit. 

Practical implications  

Potentiaƭ ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ ƛƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ άŀǊƳ-ƭŜƴƎǘƘέ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ƛǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘΣ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ 
considering wider rural development interests. However, as shown, there are many ways for 
festival organizers, business associations and authorities to include business interests in rural 
festivals without compromising popular, cultural and social objectives. 

Policy Implications (if applicable) 

See above  

What is the originality/value of paper? 

The study builds on a relatively large survey, which not often seen in the festival and rural research. 
It adds new perspectives to the rural entrepreneurship research by emphasizing the links between 
local business actors and business motivations on the one hand and civil society and communities 
processes on the other. 

mailto:Hjalager@sam.sdu.dk
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Sandeep Jagger, Dr Jill Venus & Dr Rachel 
Casiday   1302192@student.uwtsd.ac.uk 

PhD Researcher 

Swansea Business School, University of Wales  

Title:  /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƛƴŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎ ƳƛŎǊƻ entrepreneurship, farming and natural 
environment in Southern Belize using the Toledo Methodology 

Purpose of this paper: Empirical research.  The aim of the paper is to share the findings from 
above referenced research by effective use of the Toledo methodology.  

Design/methodology/approach: The Toledo methodology consists of three phases, two of 
which are qualitative (Semi structured & then structured interviews) and one phase is quantitative. 
Combined these three phases effectively answer many research questions in rural, micro and 
indigenous entrepreneurship. To our knowledge, this is the first time that a distinct, multi-stage 
methodology has been articulated for the study of micro, rural and indigenous entrepreneurship in 
its contexts, it will thus be of interest at the conference. 

Findings: The research outlines the challenges faced by women micro entrepreneur in rural 
Southern Belize for the first time. These challenges are directly related to entrepreneurship, 
farming and the natural environment. Some examples of the findings concerning entrepreneurship 
involves market forces, social forces such as gender roles and spousal relationships. For farming; 
crop mix, crop diseases to mention a few. For natural environment things like jaguars eating 
livestock, droughts, river water levels are things that were shared by respondents. 

Practical implications: The paper will allow practitioners, governments and funding agencies to 
understand rural entrepreneurship in Southern Belize better. It will also allow for conference 
participants to know more about the use of the Toledo methodology for inquiry into micro, rural 
and indigenous entrepreneurship.  

Policy Implications (if applicable): In 2012, the Belize Government developed a Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprise (MSME) Policy and Strategy report in an effort to put policies in place to 
support MSMEs. The paper assists the government to further understand rural entrepreneurship so 
as to bring the challenges faced by these micro entrepreneurs to light in policy development.  
Assisting the government in management of government resources in certain ways and in specific 
villages. The feedback from the academic community will assist in fine tuning the Toledo 
methodology. The paper will lead into the development of a tool kit for use by practitioners and 
academics alike. 

What is the originality/value of paper? This is the first time Mayan women entrepreneurs in 
Southern Belize have been studied. From this paper we have found that women in the Mayan 
society play a very important role in entrepreneurship. Most women who were interviewed stated 
that entrepreneurship was not an option, they had to do something in order to ensure their 
children school fees are paid and certain items like soap are purchased. Most, if not all their 
husbands are subsistence farmers. Farming we have been told is not always profitable or 
ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎΩ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴΣ ŜƴǘǊŜǇǊŜƴŜǳǊƛŀƭ ŘǊƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀȅŀƴ ǿƻƳŜƴΣ ƛŦ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭƭŜŘ 
properly, could be the key that unlocks an economically stable future for rural Belize. 

mailto:1302192@student.uwtsd.ac.uk
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Sandeep Jagger & Dr Rachel Casiday   
1302192@student.uwtsd.ac.uk  

PhD Researcher 

Swansea Business School, University of Wales 

 

Title:  Diffusion of GIS & GPS technology in rural Belize 
 

Purpose of this paper  

/ŀǎŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ ŀ ƎǊƻǿŜǊǎΩ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ DL{ ŀƴŘ Dt{ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ƛƴ ǊǳǊŀƭ .ŜƭƛȊŜΣ ƳŀǇǇƛƴƎ 
member farms to facilitate traceability and strategic decision making. Purpose is to showcase 
solutions on challenges faced in rural areas and the solutions that were found. Hopes are that the 
case study could assist with regional development in rural areas using diffusion of GIS/GPS 
technology. 

Design/methodology/approach  

Case study description involving stakeholder interviews, consultancy and observation of training 
sessions. Case Study Research Methodologies and Applied Social Research Methods developed by 
Robert K Yin (2013) 

Findings 

The case study research found numerous challenges in adopting GIS technology for entrepreneurs 
in rural areas of Belize, including a paucity of thematic / data layers and buy-in from farmers with 
little understanding of GIS mapping. There was a need for simple but effective solutions to deal 
with a long learning curve and infrastructure-related challenges.  These included innovative training 
techniques such as Geocache, mobile GIS-enabled survey technology and role-playing to teach 
enumerators to explain the purpose of GIS/GPS to farmers. Training in GIS/GPS assisted in the 
employability of local enumerators. 

Practical implications  

Up to now it has been difficult to gather data in rural areas due to tree canopies and access to 
cellular signal. This research outlines the use of the beta stage Survey 123 by ESRI for data 
collection online and offline combined with a GPS eTrex device. Solutions proposed to challenges 
presented will help practitioners involved in rural entrepreneurship. 

Policy Implications (if applicable) 

Although GIS/GPS use in agricultural entrepreneurship is in its infancy in Belize, the Belize Ministry 
of Agriculture has expressed a desire to learn from this project as it seeks to develop GIS/GPS 
across the agricultural sector. 

What is the originality/value of paper? 

First case study on the challenges that were faced in implementation of a GIS program in the cacao 
(also termed cocoa) sector in southern Belize and the resultant solutions that were found for the 
successful diffusion of GIS & GPS technology. First time documentation of survey123 by ESRI being 
used in rural Belize. 

mailto:1302192@student.uwtsd.ac.uk
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Dr Carol Kline, Dr Chris Phelan & Sue Ainley    
klinecs@appstate.edu   

Associate Professor 

Appelachian State University, NC, USA  

 

Title:  More than pumpkin patches and corn mazes: a review of agritourism literature from 
the last three decades 
 

Purpose of this paper  

Agritourism has long been recognised as a diversification strategy to to reinvigorate rural 
economies and maintain the farm family way of life. Thus, it is unsurprising that scholarly interest in 
the phenomenon has developed significantly over the last three decades; covering a variety of 
research themes, phenomenological approaches, and methodologies, intent on understanding this 
form of agricultural restructuring in all its forms. However, whilst the importance of farm tourism 
has been demonstrated in a range of international contexts, coverage remains fragmented, often 
draws from a narrow case study base and lacks conceptual clarity. This presentation will critically 
explore a range of key studies on the topic, evaluating both supply and demand-side works on farm 
tourism, before establishing a future research agenda. 

Design/methodology/approach  

The paper is in the form of a literature review. 

Findings 

The presentation summarises three decades of agritourism research and establishes a research 
agenda of value to academics and practitioners. 

Practical implications  

This review will be of value to agritourism farmers, tourism planners and destination managers. 

Policy Implications (if applicable) 

 

What is the originality/value of paper? 

Despite an emerging body of work on agritourism, a holistic review does not yet exist. This 
presentation will offer greater conceptual clarity as well as identifying key research questions 
worthy of future theoretical and empirical study. 
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Title:  Economically feasible, but not financially sound? ς Charity and/or business in rural 
development. 

Purpose of this paper  

The paper shows that instead of presenting a business approach or a community (NGO) approach 
towards development as an alternative, these two approaches in actual fact constitute a 
continuum. This is particularly the case if the bottom of the pyramid is targeted, e.g. smallholder 
farmers. Social enterprises often cannot avoid building up the social and institutional conditions for 
their own proper functioning as a business. That may take investment costs (also social investment 
costs, time and energy) that cannot be integrated into a straightforward business model. 

The paper is conceptual, but it uses examples and cases as concrete illustrations, primarily from a 
minor and internship program from the Delft University of Technology on international 
entrepreneurship and development. 

Design/methodology/approach  

The paper adopts a civil society approach in that a well-functioning civil society is understood as a 
condition for doing business. Free association and shifting memberships of individuals and 
organizations, not confined to specific ethnic groups or under strict state authority, and not part of 
patrimonial systems, requires a universalist state (rule of law, law enforcement, transparency) and 
capable citizens. 

Findings 

Where such an institutional framework is lacking either NGOs or social enterprises have to fill the 
gap. Building up the social conditions for doing business involves costs that cannot always be 
integrated in the business model. 

Practical implications  

Cooperation between social enterprises and NGOs may be more effective if they have a better 
understanding of their mutual contribution and role in development. 

Policy Implications (if applicable) 

A bottom of the pyramid approach can be designed more effectively by including civil society 
partners and by understanding the roles of the different stakeholders. 

What is the originality/value of paper? 

It takes an entrepreneurial approach towards rural development within a framework of (1) a 
universalistic state, (2) an open civil society, and a (3) capable citizenry/labor force. 

Dr Otto Kroesen   j.o.kroesen@tudelft.nl 

Assistant Professor, Delft Centre of 
Entrepreneurship 

Delft University of Technology, Netherlands  

mailto:j.o.kroesen@tudelft.nl
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Dr Geeta Lakshmi, Muhammad Burdbar Khan 
& Dr Dmitrios Vortelinos 
glakshmi@lincoln.ac.uk    

Lincoln International Business School 

University of Lincoln 

Title:   Accounting and Financial Concepts in Territorial Capital: As stakeholder approach 

Purpose of this paper  

This paper builds a conceptual framework of financial concepts as applied to territorial capital and 
social enterprise valuation. Traditional capital systems reward capital investors but ignore the rest 
of the stakeholders, thus inadvertently, making the business unsustainable.  We deviate from the 
traditional concepts of accounting, finance and valuation which have permeated modern finance 
ǘƘŜƻǊȅ ŀŘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ Ƙƻǿ ŀ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ƛǎ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΩǎ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭΦ 

Design/methodology/approach  

We discuss the literature on stakeholder value and social enterprise. We then use data from a live 
case study to illustrate our concepts. We may also endeavour to propose grounded theory based 
on this (ethnographic) research. We discuss the difficulties of transferring these concepts. 

Findings 

We find that what is classified as costs can often be interpreted as returns.  Performance 
measurement can be interpreted in many ways than is currently accepted in modern finance 
theory. 

Practical implications  

This approach allows researchers and practitioners to evaluate businesses in a variety of ways. 

Policy Implications (if applicable) 

The cutting of green subsidies has been the subject of debate recently based on traditional costing 
structures. This paper makes a case to view green social enterprises in an alternative manner. 

What is the originality/value of paper?  Although, there are papers critiquing the limited role of 
modern finance theory, this paper would suggest and develop a conceptual framework which has 
not be done before. 

mailto:glakshmi@lincoln.ac.uk
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Dr Eifiona Thomas Lane, Rebecca Jones & 
Arwel Jones  
eifiona.thomaslane@bangor.ac.uk  

Lecturer 

Bangor University  

 

Title:  ! ¢ŀƭŜ ƻŦ ¢ǿƻ CƛǎƘŜǎΥ 9ȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 5ŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ ²ŀƭŜǎΩ wǳǊŀƭ CƻƻŘ ¢ƻǳǊƛǎƳ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ   
(through Responsible Rural Development and Social Entrepreneurship) 
 

Purpose of this paper  

This paper is based on a range of empirical case studies of place based rural food tourism events 
e.g. food festivals, fairs and trails across Wales. The research examines the theoretical concept of 
responsible tourism as applied to local food development using the perspectives of resilience and 
sustainability to explore and question emerging realities of equitable access to and development of 
local food.   

Design/methodology/approach  

The methods employed are 

1. Policy Implementation/Funding based Interviews. 

2. Detailed Case study Analysis including practitioner evaluations  

3. Stakeholder analyses and field based survey. 

4. Content Analysis of Food Governance and Policy. 

Findings 

¶ An ongoing rise in number diversity and scale of food based tourism events in Wales ,  

¶ Increased incidence of running events by commercial organisations 

¶ Need to monitor and build in community value added for festivals that are funded 

¶ Issues of socio-cultural, environmental impacts should be address for future such events 

¶ Requirements for better forward/strategic planning for event timing, geographical spread 
ŀƴŘ ΨƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΩ ƻŦ ŦƻƻŘ ǘǊŀƛƭǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŜǘŎΦ  

¶ Initial comments on guidance /toolkits for responsible event planning and managing to 
coincide with growth in funding for events and Welsh Rural Food Tourism strategy 

Practical implications  

Many outcomes to better delivery of funding and rural development support locally to area of 
paper research and also for similar culturally/linguistically sensitive geographical areas across EU. 

Policy Implications (if applicable) 

Review of funding for rural entrepreneurship ς focus on capacity building and resilience not only 
short term economic output targets e.g. attendees/footfall and immediate employment created 

What is the originality/value of paper? 

Provides an interdisciplinary insider view on the issues raised by current methods of regulating rural 
development funding and explores areas of development equity within food governance. 

mailto:eifiona.thomaslane@bangor.ac.uk
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James Loveday & Dr Gary Bosworth   
james@jamesloveday.co.uk 

gbosworth@lincoln.ac.uk        
Lincoln International Business School 

University of Lincoln  

Title:   Home based Retail businesses ς opportunities and challenges 

Purpose of this paper  

Current research into HBBs has tended to either consider them as a whole group or to attempt to 
develop typologies to better understand their characteristics.  Taking this forward, our research 
draws on interviews with a group of home-based retail businesses in order to understand the 
challenges and opportunities that are most pertinent in this sub-sector.  The research drew upon 
WŀȅŀǿŀǊŘŜƴŀΩǎ ό2011) life course model to interpret the motivations of HBB operators. 

Design/methodology/approach  

Two phases of interviews were carried out with a total of 16 businesses.  The first round formed 
part of an Undergraduate dissertation project and then 2 businesses were re-interviewed following 
significant developments in their businesses and an additional 4 interviews were carried out. 

Findings 

wŜǘŀƛƭ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊŜŘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ άƘƻƳŜέ 
ŀƴŘ άǿƻǊƪǇƭŀŎŜέ challenging at times. 

Retailers relied heavily on the ability to sell on-line and this enabled them to develop a strong web-
profile to promote their businesses. Competing with national retailers brought about specific 
challenges with exclusivity arrangements In one case. 

Practical implications  

As a HBB operator, the learning from this study are relevant to the graduate and he is therefore 
well placed to communicate these to a wider HBB audience.    

Policy Implications (if applicable) 

The value of HBBs have been championed within government in recent years but tailored measures 
to support them remain somewhat elusive.  Therefore, better recognition of the financial and 
planning constraints can feed into policy as part of a growing body research in this area. 

What is the originality/value of paper?   

A clearer understanding of the unique challenges and opportunities associated with rural home-
based retail businesses in a digital age. 

mailto:james@jamesloveday.co.uk
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Nigel Lowthrop   nigel@econs.org.uk     
Senior Partner, ECONS 

Founder of Hill Holt Wood, Norton Disney, 
Lincolnshire 

Title:   Economic Conservation and its Role in Sustainable Development 

Purpose of this paper  

Empirical and case study 

Design/methodology/approach  

¢ƘŜ ŎǳƭƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ψ9/hb{Ω ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƛƴ мффо ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 
development of Hill Holt Wood. Inclusion and consideration of numerous research reports and case 
studies carried out by a diverse range of academics from business, architecture, social policy, health 
and conservation. Reflection on considerable international contacts and an assessment of lessons 
learnt, the future and potential for international learning and sharing.  

Findings 

A holistic approach to the management of land can lead to social, economic and environmental 
benefits within a truly sustainable framework. Development in what is considered green space can 
be positive and more appropriate than development concentrated around existing settlements.  

Practical implications  

A review of the rural planning framework with a need for more and larger examples based on the 
Hill Holt Wood approach. 

More research on the policy implications and into the development of smaller scale power, waste 
and water solutions for low impact development. 

Greater engagement with conservation organisations and more open and balanced discussion on 
the meaning and location of development. 

Longer term thinking in the management of the land and the design of future developments. 

Policy Implications (if applicable) 

Key is the implications to the planning system and how applications are assessed within a complex 
balance of social, environmental and economic objectives. 

What is the originality/value of paper?   

A 22 year unique approach to economic land management and rural sustainable development. A 
personal interpretation by the founder. 
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Title:  The village shop in the rural community   

Purpose of this paper  

The purpose of the paper is to explore how the village shop has, over time, changed socially, 
economically and culturally, and the impact of this on rural communities.  

Design/methodology/approach  

Qualitative methodology. The paper will make use of semi structured interviews with service 
providers and village residents conducted specifically for the purpose of the paper. It will also draw 
conceptually on my conducted PhD study.  

The paper is a work in progress. It aim is to provide a scoping study to enable for submission of a 
small scale research bid.   

Findings 

N/A 

 

Practical implications  

N/A 

 

Policy Implications (if applicable) 

  

What is the originality/value of paper? 

There is very little research conducted on the village shop. This paper aims to provide the building 
blocks to change this. This paper offers the chance to gain valuable feedback on a piece of work 
that I want to develop and submit for a research grant. 

Dr Claire Markham    cmarkham@lincoln.ac.uk  

Research Fellow 

University of Lincoln 
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Prof. Gerard McElwee, Prof. Rob Smith &  
Prof. Peter Somerville   g.mcelwee@hud.ac.uk  

University of Huddersfield 
University of the West of Scotland 

University of Lincoln 

Title:   Animateurs and community to community learning 

Purpose of this paper  

In this paper we introduce, theorise and discuss the concept of animateurship, a novel concept in 
enterprise development circles.  At its most simplistic level, an animateur is someone who animates 
others to achieve their objectives. We use the terms mentor and animateur interchangeably, 
because both share related themes and organizing principles and also because they are practices, 
not labels. The same individual can be both mentor and animateur in different contexts.  Typologies 
are provided in the results section. The overall aim of the paper is to develop a more nuanced 
understanding of the concepts of animateur and community-to-community learning (C2C). 

Design/methodology/approach  

The primary methodology of this paper is the structured face-to-face interview (Yin, 2002; Smith 
and McElwee, 2013). This approach is used in the spirit of being a serious research strategy or 
empirical inquiry investigating a phenomenon within a real-life context (Yin, 1981).   Interviews 
were held with animateurs in Northern Ireland, Scotland and Northern England in November-
January 2015/2016. 

Findings 

Animateurs actively stimulate, motivate and inspire others and orchestrate situations and people to 
bring about change through others, not merely doing things for them.  They build environments 
and relationships in which people grow, directing and focusing energies. They develop and 
ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘΣ ƻǇŜƴΣ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
group conversation. 

Practical implications  

Provides Recommendations for Rural Policy 

Policy Implications (if applicable) 

What is the originality/value of paper?   

¢ǿƻ ƴƻǾŜƭ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ ΨǊǳǊŀƭ ŀƴƛƳŀǘŜǳǊΩ ŀƴŘ ΨŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ-to-communityΩ learning (C2CL) are 
presented for the first time. 


