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“A TOOLKIT to connect multiple 

RESEARCH SYSTEMS and allow their 

INFORMATION to be INTERROGATED, 

COMPARED and used in a 

MEANINGFUL way.”

WHAT IS THE RESEARCH BRIDGE?



 We need to be able to…

 Monitor compliance with HEFCE, RCUK and institutional 

mandates

 Generate reports for individuals, research groups, schools, 

central planning

 Model scenarios and plan for the REF

 Ingest and report on citation data

 Record and monitor statements of impact and evidence

 All of this information is currently stored in dif ferent systems 

which are disconnected

THE PROBLEM



 Publications (Repository - EPrints)

 Citations and Usage (Altmetrics, Scopus, IRStats, Google 

Analytics)

 Researcher IDs (ORCID)

 Impact

 Article Processing Charges

 Grant and Project Information (Awards Management System)

 Data Management Plans and Research Data

 Emerging Requirements (Ethics, Licenses)

 N.B. We don’t have a CRIS…

WHAT SORT OF INFORMATION?



WHAT CAN THE RESEARCH BRIDGE 

PROTOTYPE DO?

Connects to… …which does…

Repository Get information on research outputs

Altmetric Get information on citations from online sources such 

as websites, social media and blogs

Scopus Get information on citations across journals recorded in 

the Scopus database

IRStats Get usage information for the repository (page views, 

downloads)

Google Charts Allows visualization of gathered information



DISPLAY A USER FOCUSED LIST OF OUTPUTS 

WITH RELEVANT USAGE DATA



GENERATE REPORTS BASED ON THIS 

INFORMATION



CREATE COLLECTIONS OF RESEARCH 

OUTPUTS



 Custom function library on a Wordpress backbone

 Wordpress handles users and AD logins allowing system to be 

locked to UoL users

 WP Database framework allows rapid, agile development of new 

features

 Does not interact directly with systems – uses suite of 

available APIs

 Linux/Apache/MySQL/PHP server

 Ideal solution for Wordpress deployment

 Currently in test system

 Building on some of the ideas of the JISC funded Orbital 

Project (to 2012) using institutional processes

THE TECH



 Currently at a prototyping phase, discovering what is possible 

with the available information

 Give access to a pilot group of academics to allow them to 

help mould it

 Online forum to allow discussion on features and bugs

 Looking at how other institutions are tackling this issue

 Introduce more information to add value (Web of Science, 

Google Analytics, Media Monitoring)

 Build on prototype to ensure it sits within institutional 

standards (Sharepoint, Master Data Management Project)

 We believe that this is a unique product – the flexibility we 

require cannot be matched by any “off the shelf” solution

WHERE NEXT?



Any questions?

THANK YOU!

Email: anbeeken@lincoln.ac.uk

Twitter: @abeeken

Web: andrewbeeken.co.uk


