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Dalkeith High School’s uniform is available to order online at...

www.border-embroideries.co.uk

Please go to the website and follow the instructions below.
1) Scroll to the bottom of the page and click the red box like this.
SCHOOLS
ONLINE
ORDERING
Click here to login to your
school's online ordering
page

2) Choose your school and add items to the basket.
3) Proceed to confirm delivery address at the bottom of the page
4) If you are a new customer, you will have to register by entering your details.
*You will only have to do this once. Please remember your username and
password*
5) Enter your child’s name and class, then choose a delivery option
*Delivery to school is free of charge*
6) Proceed to secure payment server to complete your order.
Ties can be puchased from the school office.
Junior tie £4.00
Senior tie £6.50
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HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE
It is hard to believe that we are fast approaching the end
of term after another successful session for Dalkeith High
School. Once again I have been amazed at the many ways
in which our pupils involve themselves in opportunities for
wider achievements, resulting in the development of their
skills or service to others. Our website and app continue
to provide all in our community with regular updates and
these make for very impressive reading.
One of the highlights of the session for me was the installation of the stained glass window.
this was a gift to the school to commemorate the school’s centenary year which we
cerebrated in 2014. The window was designed and made by local artist Kate Henderson
and is now proudly displayed next to the ballerina. Kate worked alongside ten of our S2
pupils on the design and many of their ideas and illustrations have been incorporated into
the final product. Also included in the final design is our school motto, ‘Labor Vincit’ or
‘hard work prevails’, which I often say to pupils is a good motto for life. Words relating
to the school values are also displayed; words such as ‘confidence’, ‘success’, ‘honesty’,
‘respect’ and ‘fairness’. These are the values that we seek to develop in our pupils on a
daily basis, values that I believe all contribute to our success as a school.
I am looking forward to seeing the SQA results for those pupils who were presented for
qualifications earlier in the term. Pupils have worked hard towards the qualifications and
have been supported very well by staff. Results will be published on Tuesday, 9th August.
There will be an opportunity to make adjustments to courses if required in light of SQA
results. Full information regarding this process will appear on the school website.
At this time of year we say goodbye to a number of members of staff who will be moving
on to pastures new. We wish them all well as they move on to the next chapters of their
lives.
Mrs Ann Moreton (Mathematics) - retiring from the school after 27 years of service
Ms Alix Harris (History and Modern Studies)
We have been very lucky to have had such talented Newly Qualified Teachers (NQTs) this
session who have made a valuable contribution to many aspects of the life and work of the
school. Many of them will be staying on with us, but we very sadly will be saying goodbye
to Ms Nicola Smith in the Science department. We wish Ms Smith well as she takes up a
post in Glasgow.
All that remains is for me to thank you for your continued support throughout the
session and to wish you and your family a very happy and restful summer break.
Let’s hope the weather is kind to us!
Best wishes,
Allyson Dobson
Headteacher

SPORTS DAY GALLERY
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S5 INDUCTION
DALKEITH’S CARNIVAL OLYMPICS
Each year, Dalkeith High School runs a 3-day induction programme for the new S5 students. The programme
is designed to help create a senior school identity with students encouraged to put together their own S5
contracts and to think about the contribution they can make towards improving the school.
Staff take students through a series of team-building exercises that are both fun and offer the sort of challenge
that requires students to work together. As the first two days move forward, the hope is that the year group
will begin to think like a larger team. Towards the end of the second day the students are presented with a
specific task that they then have to deliver on the morning of the third day. They have to meet the demands of
the task without support from teachers, so that they have complete ownership of the success – or failure – of
the event.
This year the year group was tasked with running an event under the banner of ‘Dalkeith’s Carnival
Olympics’. Behind the scenes, staff had arranged for two primary 5 and two primary 6 classes to attend
Dalkeith High School as our guests for this sporting event. The S5 students had to arrange a programme of
fun sporting activities to ensure that all primary school pupils were engaged and active throughout their time
with us. Medals and trophies and certificates were awarded to all the participants. Appropriate refreshments
were organised and somebody put in a positive word with the weatherman.
It was a great event – a truly great event. I am not sure who had more fun, our S5 students or the primary
school pupils. Wellies were tossed, eggs fell from spoons, and wet sponges rained down on the S5 students
taking turns in the stocks. Feedback from the primary school has been positive and once again our students
have shown that they can achieve success at the highest level. Well done S5.
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S6 INDUCTION
On Wednesday 1st and Thursday 2nd June the new S6 were welcomed back after exam leave to the
induction programme which was led by Miss Harvey. On the first day there were several speakers who
came in to speak to us regarding the pathways we can choose to take over the coming years. These were
motivational and emphasised the importance of this year and what will come afterwards. Not only did
these allow us to realise the vast number of opportunities available to us through S6, they also educated
us about the different options we can choose once we leave school. We were given the opportunity to sign
up to in-school opportunities such as Paired Reading with younger students and mentoring at Saltersgate,
and informed us about out-of-school opportunities such as volunteering in Midlothian. As well as this, on
the first day we were split into groups and we could have our say on what we want to get from our 6th
and final year in school.
Then, on the second day, the year group was split into two groups. For half of the day we participated
in Outdoor Learning activities to help with team building led by Midlothian Council. These brought the
year together and we worked in groups we did not choose, developing our problem solving skills - these
skills will be very useful in the coming year. For the other half of the day we had a workshop by Tree of
Knowledge. This focused on how to react in challenging situations and welcomed us to different leadership
styles. These made us aware of our own leadership styles as well as each others. These leadership styles
will come into action as a number of us will make up the Senior School Council.
Overall, the induction was a great entry into S6 and has hopefully commenced what will be a great year.
Erin Thomson, S6

IKEA COMPETITION
The annual Midlothian/ IKEA design competition was held at the IKEA store, Straiton, Loanhead on
the 26th April. All six Midlothian schools were represented and the standard of entry, as usual, was
very high. There were three competition categories: Design, Graphics and Practical. All Dalkeith High
pupils who entered did very well, but special mention must go to Lyndsay Ross with a third place in
the Graphics category and Rory Hutchison with a second place in the Practical category. Well done!

This picture shows some of the competition
entries for the Practical category. Rory’s entry
was the egg storage on the right.

SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT – INTERNATIONAL WORLD WOMEN’S DAY
On Saturday 5th March, three senior music
pupils from Dalkeith High School were invited
to the Scottish Parliament for International
World Women’s Day. The girls had recently
written songs regarding social injustice for
an STUC songwriting festival and it was
at that event they were asked if they would
like to come and sing their songs live at the
parliament. After a nice lunch we were taken
to the debating chamber where we listened
to some inspirational speeches including one from our First Minister, Nicola Sturgeon. After the
speeches we made our way down to the garden lobby where there were lovely refreshments and a
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great atmosphere. Another school group performed, followed by an African ladies singing
group. Bethany Legge started our slot with her song ‘They Belong’. Anna Fitzpatrick then
took to the stage with her song ‘Fair Share’ before Erin Munro closed the event with her
song ‘Lucky Pennies’. The girls sang beautifully as always with much appreciation from the
crowd. Another wonderful day and a very proud Miss Milne!

MODEL UNITED NATIONS - EARLSTON, JUNE 2016
The

aim of MUN (Model United Nations)

is to allow further

understanding of important world issues such “Refugee Quotas for
MEDC’s”, “Should governments be allowed to censor the media?”,
and “Should Vegetarianism be made compulsory?” Attending MUN
conferences is not only an excellent introduction to debating, but allows
pupil confidence to build as they become more accustomed to standing up
in front of others to debate issues.
This year at Earlston High School, 12 of our pupils attended a very successful MUN on Monday 13th
June – Judith Scott, Erin Stevenson, Megan Woodrow, Frances Hutchison, Lauren Pearson, Imogen
Preston, Shannon O’Donnell, Zeynep Yildirim, Scott Hutchison, John Archibald, Lily CrombieSurgeon, Niamh Clelland.
Many of our pupils attended an MUN for the
first time, and they enjoyed the experience
so much that they have stated they will be
attending further conferences, and have all
signed up for our next conference at North
Berwick High School in September. Many
of our first time delegates took part in debate,
which is quite a daunting undertaking. Others
who are also relatively new to MUN took
to the floor to speak for or against an entire
resolution – Imogen Preston was in full flow when DHS staff were in her Chamber. However, our most
experienced debater, Judith Scott, in her third year of attending conferences, won a major award – she
was “Best Delegate in Chamber” in the Human Rights Committee. This is a major achievement, as she
was up against pupils from many schools, including George Watson’s and Stewart Melville’s. DHS is
extremely proud of all those who took part, and pupils are keen to start another Debating Club in the
new session. Very well done to all!
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ROBERT MUCHAMORE AUTHOR TRIP
On the 7th June we went to see the acclaimed ‘CHERUB’ author Robert Muchamore, at the Corn Exchange in Haddington. When we
arrived, we took a seat in the sun and waited until it was time to go in
and meet him.
When we went in, we took our seats and were given a free book called
‘Rock War’ to keep. When he came in, there was a deadly silence,
until he introduced himself. Donna, the
interviewer, started to ask him lots of
questions and we got to know him a bit
more.
At the end of the interview, we got to ask
him some of our own questions, then we
got our books signed and we headed back
to school. We had a lovely time and would
love to do it again.
By Jess Lothian and Anna Phillips S2

TEACHERS V PUPILS SPELLING BEE
Pupils from Dalkeith and St David’s High Schools recently took part in a teachers versus pupils
spelling bee, a spelling challenge for teams of three pupils versus three teachers from each
school. They spelt words such as ‘improbable’ and ‘sixtieth’.
Unfortunately, though the pupils (probably) tried their hardest, the teachers beat them in a final
score of 41-24, much to the crowd’s dismay. The winning team was awarded chocolate as their
prize.
Roxy Cumming, S3
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YPI WINNERS NATIONAL EVENT
Jamie, Murray, Raja and Finlay all attended the National Event to celebrate the success of
winning £3000 for Midlothian Amateur Boxing Club. The bus picked us up from Dalkeith
at 9am and we arrived at Perth Concert Hall for a fun-filled day (and a free lunch). The boys
heard speeches from philanthropists
such as Mark Beaumont, who is a
record breaking long distance cyclist.
He cycled 18,296 miles in 194 days
and 17 hours. His speech was very
inspiring and emphasised that hard
work really does pay off. Other schools
also performed at this event and we
had musical entertainment from the
Wandering Sons and Meadowlark. The
boys looked great in the T-shirts that
their charity made for them and had a great day and Miss Millar was entertained with their
singing and humour on the way back on the bus. The boys have achieved so much through YPI
and are a great example of how to help others in our community.

BUCCLEUCH ARE HOUSE CHAMPIONS!
Congratulations to Buccleuch , who won the house competition this year.
Results:
4th Place – Melville 11487 points
3rd place – Dalhousie 15316 points
2nd place – Lothian 16103 points
1st place – Buccleuch 17597 points
The Buccleuch Seniors (S4-S6) won a
trip to Alton Towers.
The Juniors (S1-S3) won a trip to Blair
Drummond Safari Park.

S1 AND S2 GEOGRAPHY VISIT TO DYNAMIC EARTH
The Geography department organised 2
visits to Dynamic Earth to enhance pupils’
learning of Climate Change. 36 S2 pupils
(photo right) enjoyed a trip in May and
57 S1 pupils visited in June. The pupils
spent time in the classroom, undertaking
different active learning scenarios, and
afterwards all pupils took part in the tour
of Dynamic Earth. The pupils thoroughly
enjoyed their day out, and were a credit
to their school by displaying excellent
behaviour and attitude.

This year saw the first year of the Children’s University inititaive within Dalkeith
High School. The initiative aims to promote the idea that learning can be a pathway to
better destinations in life as well as the fact that learning can be fun. Of our cohort, 6
pupils managed to achieve undergraduate certificates in learning.
Bronze awards were awarded to: Beth Falconer, Aimee McKinstray and Megan
Chalmers.
Silver Awards were awarded to: Finlay Alexander, Ciano Cerchiari and Joshua Clark.
A special congratulations must be given to Melissa Reidie who managed to accumulate
over 100 hours of learning and as such has gained her Gold Undergraduate award.
The initiative will run again in the coming session. Anyone in S1 or S2 should see Mr
Jack in Science should they wish to participate.

NEW CITIZENSHIP CLUB (S1-S3)
The Humanities Department are excited to announce the launch of our new
‘Citizenship’ club which will start in August for all pupils in S1-S3. The club aims to
focus on key events throughout the year including celebrations, awareness days and
action weeks that cover topical issues. Global citizenship is a key context for learning
across the curriculum and we hope that this club will make pupils more aware of how
they can become active participants in society - politically, socially, economically,
environmentally and culturally.

JUNIOR AWARDS CEREMONY
The Junior Award Ceremony (S1-S3) took place on 14th June where the achievements
of our S1-S3 pupils were recognised. Pupils, who were nominated by their teachers,
were awarded prizes for personal progress and academic achievement. The event
also recognised the wonderful extra curricular achievements of our pupils including
boxing success, the girls’ football team, charity work, Bronze Duke of Edinburgh, the
Children’s University, Youth Philanthropy Initiative and ASDAN.
The event was well attended and the audience was given a sneak preview of ‘Good
Morning Baltimore’ from this year’s school musical ‘Hairspray’, as well as a musical
performance from the band ‘Modern District’ who recently played at the Leith Festival
and Studio 24 in Edinburgh. Many thanks to all those who helped organise the event
and we look forward to recognising the achievements of our senior school pupils on
Thursday 8th September.
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The Gold Duke of Edinburgh team made up of Mairi McHale,
Emma Dudley, Abbie Heasman, Lucy Walkingshaw, Iona Bruce,
Kirsty Byrne and Eilidh Cameron, have successfully completed
their Gold Expedition.
The girls set out from near Fort William and embarked on an epic
4 days and three nights in the rugged western Highlands. The team walked around
80kms over the 4 days carrying all of their own equipment and the food they would
need for the journey. The girls demonstrated tremendous resilience and determination
in order to complete their truly challenging adventure. Although perhaps a few tears
were shed, a few disagreements occurred and a few bogs were fallen into, the girls’
outstanding attitudes were a genuine credit to themselves and to Dalkeith High School.
Each of these pupils will now have the chance to receive their Gold Awards from
either the Duke of Edinburgh himself or from Prince Edward at a special ceremony
held at Holyrood Palace next summer.

SKY SPORTS - LIVING FOR SPORT
Double Commonwealth Gold medalist
Swimmer, Caitlin McClatchey, worked with
a group of S3&4 pupils focusing on the 6
keys to success: Mental Toughness, Hunger
to Achieve, People Skills, Sports & Life
Knowledge, Breaking Barriers, Planning
for Success. Caitlin has also represented GB
at 3 Olympic Games. The pupils all had a
great time and were inspired to have such a
successful athlete in school!

MIDLOTHIAN ATHLETICS CHAMPIONSHIPS 2016
We had a fantastic group of pupils that
represented DHS at the end of May in the
Midlothian Athletics Championships 2016.
The weather was fabulous and this gave the
pupils a great platform to showcase their
talents. Every pupil made us very proud with
many personal best performances achieved.
Unfortunately we were just a few points behind
Penicuik who came first.
Many pupils were awarded first place medals.
However, two of our boys deserve a special
mention: Ryan Clellands (S2) won the S2/S3 High jump, with a new Midlothian Record; and Jordan
Bathgate, who broke the S2 hurdles record last year, followed up by breaking the S3 record this year.

THREE SELECTED FOR THE GB HOME NATIONS SKI CROSS TEAM!
2 current and 1 former DHS pupils have been
selected for the GB Home Nations Ski Cross
team.
Alfie Marsh, Zoe Winthrop and Claire Winthrop
attended a selection camp last weekend in the
Snowdome in Glasgow. They now have to meet
fitness targets throughout the current season, as
well as attend training camps, to maintain their
place on the team.
Alfie and Zoe both in S5 have also just completed
their scholarship to become ski instructors.

SENIOR BOYS SIGN OFF WITH A PERFECT RECORD
Dalkeith High School senior boys’ football team
deserve a massive round of applause having just
completed five title wins in a row in the Lothian
and Edinburgh league. In the final play-off match
for this season’s senior title, the Midlothian boys
defeated James Young High
School 4-0.
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Dalkeith High School
We are pleased to present the Dalkeith High School smartphone application . If you are
a parent , pupil or member of staff , or have links to the Dalkeith High School community ,
then this app will ensure you keep up to date with all the latest news and activities
surrounding your school . Discover a new and convenient way to engage with the school
24/7. Download the app now and be part of our new multi-media experience .
-

Dalkeith High School
2 COUSLAND ROAD
DALKEITH
EH22 2PS
TEL: 0131 654 4701

