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THE SCHOOL SHOW!

HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE
It seems no time at all since we returned to school
following the summer break. I am very pleased to
report that our new S1 pupils have settled in very
well and are enjoying all that Dalkeith High School
has to offer them.
Results in the recent SQA exams once again show
that young people attain highly at Dalkeith High
School with further improvements across a number
of measures. This success will be built upon as we move forward through the
session.
The work ethic required for success in National Qualifications is clearly being
displayed by our pupils in the Senior Phase which is important as the pace of
learning is so fast. Opportunities for parents/carers to meet with teachers to
discuss progress will be available after the October break. I would be delighted
if as many parents/carers as possible could join us at the events to find out more
about how we can work together to support learners at this important stage of their
school career.
This newsletter will give a flavor of the wide range of achievements by our young
people both in school and beyond. Dalkeith High School is a thriving school
community that recognises and rewards those achievements; we are very proud of
all that our young people achieve.
I extend a very warm welcome to the new members of staff who joined us in
August.
Our new members of staff are as follows:
Newly qualified teachers (NQT)
Christopher Craig (Biology)
Beth McIntyre (History)
Andrew Stavert (PE)
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New appointments
Vic Leggatt (CDT)
Derek Young (CDT)
Tracey Hunter (Chemistry – maternity cover)
Rachel Steele (Geography)
Darren Hoyland (Maths - previously our NQT)
Holly Little (Music)
Lauren Mairs (Music)
Robbie Gordon (Physics)

I would like to take this opportunity to thank families for their support of the
school. I believe that Dalkeith High School provides a very good standard of
education for the young people of the town and the surrounding areas. This
success is made much more achievable with your support.
Thank you.
Allyson Dobson
Headteacher

PARENT COUNCIL / PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION
The PTA have raised over £5000 in the last 9 months. This money will be spent as
follows:
BENCHES:
We received our funding from
Tesco.
- Benches have been ordered
and should be in the school
within the next few weeks.
DIGITAL SIGNAGE:
A work order has been
submitted to BAM
- Digital signage will be
installed within the next few
months.
We have kicked off the 2017/2018 term with a cash injection of £460 - raised in a
sponsored walk over the Queensferry Crossing.
Anyone wishing to help the PTA with fundraising or if you have any ideas on
how to raise funds please contact the PTA on Facebook @ Dalkeith High
School PTC & PTA or email: dianegraham11@yahoo.co.uk
Our next milestone is to raise funds for musical instruments and new sports
equipment.
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LIVE ON BLACK DIAMOND FM!
On Tuesday 5th September, our newly
appointed Head Boy (Melvin Muturi)
and Head Girl (Jessica Anderson) were
welcomed to local community radio
station Black Diamond FM. Although
there were some initial nerves at the
thought of the live interview, this was
a great opportunity for them to discuss
their roles and life at Dalkeith High
School. Broadcaster Geoff Ruderham
was very welcoming and keen to understand the perspectives of some of Midlothian’s young
people. Melvin and Jessica reflected on what makes Dalkeith High School special, how they
support their fellow students, and their plans for future study and careers. Melvin will be applying
to Business Management courses at university and Jessica is working towards a lifelong dream of
becoming a nurse. They spoke very articulately about the school community and its commitment
to high quality learning experiences. Geoff was even kind enough to show the DHS team round
the studios and has since offered us the chance to link with the station for upcoming projects.

SOCIAL BITE - SLEEP IN THE PARK
Dalkeith High School has been given the exciting opportunity for 15 senior pupils to attend Social
Bite’s “Sleep in the Park” on December 9th in Princes Street Gardens. They will be raising money
for Social Bite in their mission to eradicate homelessness in Scotland. The event is hosted by
Rob Brydon and will see Liam Gallagher, Deacon Blue and Amy McDonald busking for the
participants. The link to support our pupils in their fundraising is http://uk.virginmoneygiving.
com/team/dalkeith-high-school

SUMDOG WINNERS
Maths Week Scotland ran from the 11th
– 17th September this year. Dalkeith
High School’s Maths department
involved the S1 pupils
by running a Sumdog
Competition. All pupils participated both in class and at home to see who could get
the most points in the online games. It was a tight race to the top with Mrs Wright’s
‘X column’ S1 class taking the top prize!
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PUPIL VOICE
The Pupil Voice Forum at Dalkeith High School has already got off to a proactive and successful
start this term. The Pupil Voice Forum is run by members of the Senior School Council who
set the agenda, chair meetings and share ideas with staff and parents. The aim of the group is
to ensure all young people at DHS have their voices heard on a wide range of subjects which
concern and may affect them. The subjects discussed previously have included different means
of assessment, course and subject choices, lunch clubs, uniform and fundraising ideas.
Pupil Voice meetings are arranged once a month by the Senior School Council where they work
alongside different pupils from all year groups on chosen topics which have been identified as
being significant and current.
This year the Senior School Council is led by three very enthusiastic and committed S6 students
who are keen to drive forward the Pupil Voice Forum in order to make a difference in Dalkeith
High School. Rachel Eddie, Beth MacDonald and Zeynep Yildirim have already chaired their
first meeting this term and are well underway with acting upon ideas and addressing issues raised.
The first meeting provided an opportunity to have in-depth discussion on a selection of topics.
The main focus was for young people to explore and discuss possible fundraising ideas in order
to support the 2018 School Show. A wide variety of fantastic ideas were considered and may be
organised over the coming months. Ideas included a ‘Bake Off’ style competition, Car Wash, Art
Sale and Car Boot Sale.
Another topic the Senior School Council wanted to explore and discuss with young people was
the current facilities and resources across the school. In light of this it was suggested funds be
sought to purchase equipment in specific subject areas to support learning opportunities. In
addition an issue surrounding the lack of cold, fresh tap water and places to refill water bottles
was also raised and discussed.
Following the first successful meeting the Senior School Council members have shared their
findings and feedback with parents and careers at the Parent Council meeting. Information was
also shared and discussed with the Senior Leadership Team, who have responded to any issues,
topics or questions raised.
The next steps for the Senior School Council will be to reflect upon all feedback and information.
They will work with pupils, staff and the Senior Leadership Team to action many of the ideas in
order to make a difference in Dalkeith High School for all young people.
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RITCHIE SAILS HIS WAY TO SUCCESS!
Richie Poole, 3D1, joined the Musselburgh Sea Cadets aged 10 and has clocked up a
phenomenal list of achievements through Fund Raising, Volunteering and Qualifications.
On the 10th September Ritchie took part in a sponsored cycle to help raise funds for
a new safety boat. He cycled with other cadets for 35 miles from the Falkirk Wheel to
Edinburgh.
As well as sponsored walks and cycles, he has also been busy Bag Packing, attending
Open Days and Gala Days!
He has gained 50 hours volunteering in the last two years by helping at the Edinburgh
Marathon, the Scottish Half Marathon, Doggy Jog, Coffee Mornings, Flower Shows and
the Musselburgh Riding of the Marches!
Recently, Ritchie attended the
naming of the HMS Prince of
Wales, which is the Navy’s
latest aircraft carrier. This took
place at Rosyth on the 8th
September where the Duchess
of Cornwall and the Duke of
Rothesay named the aircraft
carrier. Ritchie is pictured
third from the left with fellow
Cadets.
Ritchie has already gained a number of qualifications including: Second Class First Aid,
Second Class Marine Engineering, Stage 3 RYA Sailing, Level 2 Power Boating, Level
1 Kayaking, Level 1 Mountain Biking, Basic Piping, Intermediate Adventure Training,
Coxswain Rowing, Intermediate Off Shore Power (Powered Sailing Boat), Basic Off
Shore Sailing (yachts) and Basic Stewarding.
This year alone, Ritchie has completed qualifications in Second Class Marine Engineering,
level 2 power boating and stage 3 sailing. At the end of term Ritchie managed to sail
from Largs to Oban on one of the sea cadets yachts, then from Inverness to Arbroath on
the’ Jack Petchy’. Later this year, Ritchie has a week on the ‘John Jerwood’ which is an
off shore powered boat and he will also complete a course for basic catering. In
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2018 he has a week on a course called ‘Exploring Maritime’ at HMS Raleigh,
a week on the ‘Royalist’ which is the Sea Cadets’ Tall ship and a course for
Intermediate Catering.
Ritchie’s ultimate goal is to join the Navy after finishing school.

AMIE & DANIEL ON TARGET FOR GOLD
Congratulations to both Daniel and Amie Cousins who won gold medals and championship
patches in an Archery competition in August. Daniel scored his personal best and set a
new Scottish record in both field and hunter rounds (two different shooting styles) and
now holds three Scottish records! Amie put a tremendous amount of training in before the
competition shooting 12 days out of 14 and her hard work paid off.

YOU’RE HIRED! LAUREN SECURES APPRENTICESHIP
Dalkeith High School was approached by Craig Perry, Director of Catersafe Services, to
see if we had any pupils interested in a Service Engineer apprenticeship. Lauren Brownlee
was interviewed along with 16 other candidates from Midlothian for the position and was
successful in making it to the next round. Lauren spent a day at Catersafe, where she
excelled and was subsequently offered the position.
Based in Edinburgh, Catersafe Services comprises a team of commercial catering
equipment engineers. Fully certified and Gas Safe registered, they specialise in the
installation, service, and repair of all commercial catering equipment.

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT AWARD
DHS pupils took part in a wider achievement
activity at the Bonnyrigg Community hospital
and gained a ‘Saltire Team Volunteering
Challenge’ certificate. This was a befriending
activity supported by Volunteer Midlothian. The
challenge involved the pupils chatting with the
senior citizens and joining them to play some
fun and competitive floor games. The pupils
helped the senior citizens take turns to play
and kept accurate score cards. When the senior
citizens stopped for a biscuit and a cup of tea, DHS staff and pupils felt quite
spoilt when they were asked to join them.
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Gold Awards!
Dalkeith High School sent a record breaking
17 pupils to the Palace of Holyroodhouse
this summer to collect their Gold Duke of
Edinburgh’s Awards. They were presented
their awards in the grounds of the Palace by His
Royal Highness Prince Edward Earl of Wessex.
The 17 pupils in attendance had all completed the bronze, silver and gold levels of the award.
They accomplished a varied range of exciting volunteering, physical and skilled activities.
DHS pupils gave up a combined total of over 400 hours for their volunteering section. This
time was spent within the local community helping in a variety of ways including charity
shops, community gardens, coaching junior
sports teams, caring for the elderly and helping
with local youth groups like the Brownies.
Pupils finally had to complete a hugely
demanding expedition. One group completed
an epic 4 day, 80 km hike through some of the
most remote areas in the Western Highlands.
The second group chose to complete their
expedition by canoe and paddled the entire
length of the Caledonian Canal, battling some severe winds on Loch Ness along the way.
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award is now a fundamental part of the overall success at Dalkeith
High School and it is hoped that the scheme will continue to grow in popularity in the years
to come. Pupils have already started planning for an ambitious and highly adventurous trip to
Canada in 2019 to conclude their Gold expedition using huskies and dog sleds!

Silver DofE Group
The Silver Duke of Edinburgh group have just
completed their 3 day expedition on the Balmoral
estate in the Cairngorm National Park. The group
covered over 45kms over the three days and had
to brave some tough conditions along the way.
The group wild camped and carried all of their
supplies for the three days. A special thanks to Mr
McGlade and Mr Agnew for coming along on
this expedition. Mr McGlade
particularly enjoyed his first ever experience of a Bothy and has already
volunteered to come on the next expedition! Well done to all the pupils who
successfully passed this expedition and good luck to those who are now
moving on to the Gold Award.
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ASDAN FIELD TRIP TO YELLOCRAIGS BEACH
The ASDAN group had a very successful and informative
field trip to Yellowcraigs beach in East Lothian.
Fortunately, it was a warm Autumn morning with blue
sky. Gazing from the vantage point of the dunes they
saw the island of Fidra which inspired Robert Louis
Stevenson to write “Treasure Island”. Further out on the
horizon they could see the Bass Rock, shining white in the
sunshine with all the gannets on its rocks. They listened
to Bill, the outdoor education teacher explain to them
about the different coastal habitats they could see - woodland, sand dunes and beach. On the beach,
pupils took turns to help each other to walk and then run along the beach blindfold. This encouraged
everyone involved to realise the importance of helping each other by demonstrating good verbal and
non verbal communication. Later they all learned about how to improve their survival skills in the
great outdoors by learning how to put up a hammock correctly in the surrounding woods. The last
activity involved everyone getting the chance to walk a tight rope between two trees. Staff were very
impressed with how they all encouraged and supported each other to walk
the length of the tight rope. Great fun was had by all.

SENIOR AWARDS CEREMONY
This year’s Senior Awards Ceremony recognised the outstanding
achievements of our S3-S6 pupils (2016-2107). Prizes were awarded
for academic excellence, personal progress, wider achievements including excellence in
sport, music and the performing arts. Staff had also nominated individuals to receive subject
prizes for those who had shown long-term dedication to a particular department.
Those of our many pupils who dedicate their time to volunteering in the local community
were also recognised, as well as students involved in Duke of Edinburgh, the Ikea Design
Competition, Pupil Voice, ZEST and Confucius Institute for Scotland’s Summer Immersion
Programme.
The culmination of the evening was the presentation of the dux medals. The winners this
year were all exceptionally talented and have shown that hard work, commitment and
perseverance really do make all the difference. Nadia Murray was a truly deserving and
modest winner of the Senior Dux award this year who, in what we believe is a first in the
history of the school, achieved 6 ‘As’ all at Higher level in a single sitting. ‘Dux Proxime
Accessit’ was awarded to Niamh O’Hara who similarly sat 6 Highers this year and achieved
5 As and one B. The Junior Dux was awarded to a very deserving candidate in Katie Slater
who managed to achieve 6 ‘As’ in her National 5 exams this year and the Junior Dux Proxime
Accessit was awarded to Eve Flockhart who also achieved 6 ‘As’ in her National 5s. A huge
congratulations to all prize winners.

HUMANITIES FACULTY
The History Department has been busy recognising the
achievements of our S1 pupils who have just completed
their first block in History. The topic of study this term has
been the Scottish Wars of Independence. Miss McIntyre
awarded ‘Historical Hero’ awards to the following pupils
for their excellent contribution to class, work ethic and
overall dedication to History: Calum Rafferty, Cameron
Chambers and Ailsa Chambers.
Ailsa is pictured receiving her certificate from Ms Preston
and Cameron is pictured right. Calum was unavailable for
a photo opportunity but was presented with his certificate
in class.
The department has also launched a brand new History
Club that is open to all S1-S3 pupils. It runs every Thursday
lunchtime in Miss McIntyre’s room (G108). The club is
making a huge 3D model of the Battle of Bannockburn, so please come along if interested!
Twitter accounts have been established for both History and RMPS.
It is updated to coincide with exciting pupil activities in lessons,
advice and support for students and to inform parents. The History
department has also been adding a #HistoricalFactFriday where
random facts are given each week for people to enjoy!

@DalkeithHistory @DalkeithRMPS

S1 OUTDOOR LEARNING
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This year’s S1 Outdoor Learning trips started on 21st
September. Every Thursday until the end of February
groups of twelve pupils will be going up the Pentlands
or down to the East Lothian coastline with Mrs Tait from
the school and Mr Stephen from the Outdoor Learning
department. The trip gives pupils a chance to do a bit of
map reading, show some leadership skills, support their
peers and develop resilience in every kind of weather. It’s
also a great chance to get out into the countryside and just
enjoy the fresh air. If every group shares the first group’s
enthusiasm and sense of fun it will be a great year.

There has been a horrible crime committed at
Dalkeith High School and our S1 Science Club has
been charged with catching the culprit.
Our little detectives collected samples from
the gruesome scene using advanced scientific
techniques including fingerprinting, DNA analysis
and chromatography. They are now analysing the
data to build a case against the suspects.
Who is the Dalkeith Diablo? And will the team
catch them before they strike again!

HOME ECONOMICS DEPARTMENT
The hunt is on for Home Economics S3 Young Chef of the year. Pupils
will compete free of charge in four rounds of the competition between now
and March. The pupils who will be going through to the next rounds will
be announced over the next few months. The winner will spend time in a
celebrity chef’s kitchen. Other prizes are also on offer!
Another competition is underway to find the best cake designer in S1.
The competition will run from October to December and is a joint Home
Economics and Art interdisciplinary. The winning two designs in Art will
produce the cake for real with the senior Practical Cake Craft class.
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YOUNG AMBASSADORS FOR SPORT
This year our Young Ambassadors, Cleo Paris and India
Frame, attended a training day at Ratho to find out what
their role involved. The girls were fortunate enough
to meet Olympic swimmers Caitlin McClatchey and
Robbie Renwick to learn about opportunities in Sport.
The girls were inspired by their training experience
and have decided they would like to start their project
with an ‘Active Girls’ Week’, where across the week a
variety of lunchtime activities will be on offer. Their
objective is to try and encourage more girls to be
active. By providing female-only clubs they hope to
offer a taste of the opportunities open to girls in the
local community. This project will run from Monday the 23rd of Oct to Thursday
26th of Oct. More information will be available on the school website. We wish
the girls the best of luck on their first project.

Dalkeith High School has been recognised with a prestigious national award
for innovation and achievement in delivering physical education and extracurricular sport.
The school has achieved the ‘sportscotland Silver School Sport Award’ for their
commitment to engaging all pupils in sporting activity.
Part of the National Lottery funded programme, the award is a national initiative
designed to encourage schools to continuously improve physical education
and sport. The award also encourages sporting links between schools and the
communities around them.
Kirstie MacLaine, Principal Teacher of PE, commented:
“We believe that physical education, physical activity and sport
are important factors in the school curriculum as we aim towards
achieving the Gold Award this year. Our Health and Wellbeing
focus on being active opens up many opportunities to students
and increases our extra-curricular participation levels.”
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DARREN SHAN – THE MASTER OF HORROR BOOK FESTIVAL TRIP
On the 28th August I visited the Edinburgh
book festival on a joint school trip with the
library. We went to see the Author Darren
Shan showcase one of his new books and
discuss his inspirations and what it’s like to
write a book. We travelled to Edinburgh on
public transport then walked to the festival
venue. The venue was really busy, but it had a
good atmosphere to it. We got there at around
12pm and had our lunch while we waited for our event to start. The group spent a
while taking in all the attractions like the bookshop and such, as we had some time to
kill before the beginning of our event.
When we arrived at the big inflatable tent, it was surprisingly full considering most of
the kids there hadn’t actually read the book! However, they seemed to enjoy the event
nonetheless. I found Darren Shan quite interesting as his books tended to deal with
quite deep topics that were disguised well as metaphors, like zombies etc.
The books seemed to touch on racism quite a lot and mentioned things such as Brexit
and Donald Trump.
Shan told this in an interesting way and fans of his are eagerly waiting for the next
“Zom-B” installment.
It was a good day and I would certainly do it again if possible.
Brooke Sinclair, S4

THE SCHOOL GARDEN
Over the past few weeks we have been working hard in the
garden trying to get a tidy up done before the winter arrives.
However, the amount of berries that are still growing means that the jam-making
is ongoing and things are running behind outdoors.
The mild weather is confusing the plants and fooling them into thinking it is still
summer, so they are still flowering and colourful.
The pupils have worked especially hard on topping up the raised beds with new
compost as well as planting winter vegetables. A new raspberry border is in the
process of being made and we hope it will bear fruit next year!
Finally, a huge thank you to the pupils for their hard work and
ofcourse to everyone for their continued support.
Miss Tranent
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S1 VISIT TO BUTTERFLY WORLD
S1 Art and Design pupils were given the opportunity to visit Butterfly World just
before the October break. This allowed the pupils to contextualise the learning
that has taken place in the classroom since August, as the theme of our project
was Reptiles. They freely explored the rainforest area, handled a number of
different insects and reptiles and, finally, they were given the opportunity to do
some observational drawing of their favourites species. Based on the feedback
gathered from pupils, they seemed to thoroughly enjoy this experience and it
was clear that this trip helped to enrich their learning as well as enhance their
understanding of reptiles as a whole. Butterfly World staff and the photographs
may suggest that the teachers seemed to enjoy it just as much as the pupils!

Senior Phase Drama pupils took part
in a very worthwhile backstage tour of
the Lyceum Theatre in Edinburgh on
Thursday 21st September. The visit helped
them to gain a better understanding of the
technical aspects of theatre and the work
that goes into developing productions that
are about so much more than the actors on stage. They particularly enjoyed being
on the main stage and exploring how the set for the production ‘What Shadows’ had
been created and put in place. Staff hosting the tour also took the time
to email us afterwards and commend our young people for being so
‘respectful of the building and well behaved.’ The experience of the
trip will support learners in their knowledge of theatre practices as
they tackle their Production Skills units of work.
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DESIGN SMASH CHALLENGE
Heriot-Watt University invited a team of five
of Dalkeith High School’s keenest Higher
Grade Art & Design, Geography, Modern
Studies or History pupils to an exciting and
educational Design Smash Challenge event.
The pupils that took part in this event were
Shannon O’Donnell, Shilan Eroglu, Zeynep
Yildirim, Judy Jiang and Lyndsay Ross.
Lecturers at the University devised a series
of hands-on team activities exploring the use
and design of city spaces. The session was intended to be a fun introduction to urban
planning and urban design. A group of experts were on hand to work with the students,
and to judge their ideas based on the design brief. Each team was given the challenge
to develop an area of Holyrood park as the Queen has recently expressed an interest
in addressing the bland area between Holyrood Palace and Arthur’s Seat. Ten high
schools from across Edinburgh and the Lothians competed in this event and there
were NO RULES, which meant that creativity and imagination were encouraged to
run wild!
Dalkeith High School came 2nd in this event and the lecturers apparently had a long
debate when coming to this decision as many felt that the DHS idea was actually
the strongest of the ten. The pupils did a fantastic job and their idea was incredibly
original and captured the beauty of Scotland within their design. Well done!

EDINBURGH FRINGE FESTIVAL
During the summer holidays, Miss Wood’s Advanced
Higher Drama class met during the Edinburgh Fringe
Festival for a day of theatrical fun. We saw two new
pieces of writing, an improvised show, an adaptation
of the Greek classic ‘Medusa’ and lots of free street
theatre. The pupils had a fantastic day and will be
taking inspiration from what they saw to use in their
devised performances. During this trip the class made
a connection with Fourth Monkey Theatre Company
who offered to come to Dalkeith High School in September to run a
free movement workshop with all senior Drama pupils. The next theatre
visit for the Drama Department will be ‘The Kite Runner’ at the King’s
Theatre for the National and Higher pupils in October.
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FOURTH MONKEY THEATRE WORKSHOP
Fourth Monkey Theatre Company sent two
representatives from their London base to visit
Dalkeith High School last month. Fourth Monkey
are an innovative actor training company who
work with groups of students on either one or
two year courses focussing on Contemporary
Performance. Professional actors Stephen and
William ran a three hour workshop with our
Higher and Advanced Higher Drama pupils.
The workshop aimed to help pupils gain more
confidence in their movement and ensemble skills.
It was a hugely energetic day which provided
lots of inspiration for the pupils’ devised Drama
pieces. Several of our pupils were interested in
further work with Fourth Monkey so hopefully this is only the start of our work
with this exciting company.

DRAMA PERFORMANCES
The week starting the 2nd of September saw the presentation of lots of exciting
devised Drama pieces from our Senior phase pupils. Pupils from National 5 to
Advanced Higher level presented their original pieces, which had been developed
by the pupils themselves, from a range of different stimuli, to friends and family
members. This was a great opportunity to celebrate the fantastic work happening
in the Drama Department and showcase the level of talent in the school. The
pupils will be running a similar event again in December.
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DALKEITH ROCKS INTO THE NEXT SCHOOL SHOW!
The school show for June 2017 has been announced as Andrew Lloyd Webber’s
‘School of Rock’. This is a really exciting opportunity for pupils as this show is still
currently on in the West End in London. Miss Wood, Miss Mairs and Miss Little will
be leading the production of this show but are very excited to open it out to all staff as
a whole school project. The show, for the first time at Dalkeith High School, will also
involve a live band, which is a very exciting opportunity for young musicians to get
involved. The first workshop for the actors saw over 130 pupils from S1-S6 turn up.
Auditions have been taking place over the last couple of weeks and we are aiming to
have the show cast before the October holidays.
We are currently looking for sponsors from the local community to support ‘School of
Rock’. If you feel you can contribute in any way, or are interested in finding out more
about this, please contact Miss Wood in the Drama Department. T: 0131 654 4701,
C.Wood2@mgfl.net or tweet to @miss_c_wood.
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Happy Halloween
Email: dalkeith.hs@midlothian.gov.uk

@official_DHS

Dalkeith High School
2 COUSLAND ROAD
DALKEITH
EH22 2PS
TEL: 0131 654 4701

