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Show My Homework has been a huge success since being launched in October
2018. All pupils should now be registered on the app/website and parental codes
have been issued to parents/carers. If any parent/carer has forgotten their parental
code then please don’t hesitate to contact the school. The office staff have a list of
the codes and can share this information over the phone.
Show My Homework allows parents/carers to see the details of the tasks their
child has been set, all of their deadlines and their submission status and grades.
We have decided to adopt this system to improve the way we communicate with
parents and provide greater visibility into the homework we set.
To view all homework set please visit http://dalkeith.mgfl.net/ and the link for
Show My Homework is on our homepage. Please note you will need to use the
filter options at the top of the page to find your child’s homework.
Features of the system include:
●
●
●
●
●

24/7 access
View quality and quantity of homework
Translation into over 50 languages
Apps available for iPhone, iPad, iPod Touch and Android devices
Receive automated notifications before homework is due

Parents/carers are encouraged to download the Show My Homework app as this
tool will also be used to communicate and raise awareness of whole school events,
such as parental meetings, Dress Down days, whole school show dates etc.
If you would like to get in touch with the school or provide feedback, please
contact Mr Gordon (Depute Headteacher).
Thank you once again for your support,
Yours sincerely,
Shaun Gordon
Depute Headteacher
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HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE
The term that is coming to a close has been a busy one as ever.
Good progress is being made by our pupils in their learning, with
many participating in wider achievement opportunities both in
school and beyond.
Although we are approaching the holiday, this is a good time for
me to remind you of important events that will be taking place
on our return to school. The prelim exams for pupils being
presented for National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher courses
will take place from Monday, 14th January to Friday, 25th January inclusive. Prelim timetables will
be issued prior to the end of term. It is important that pupils work hard in the lead up to the prelims
and take advantage of the study support/revision classes that most departments offer. The prelims can
give a good indication of likely performance in the SQA exams in May as well as providing pupils
with feedback on their strengths and areas requiring attention.
The new term will see our pupils in S2, 3, 4 and 5 making decisions about their learning pathways.
The Pathways Information Evening takes place on Wednesday, 6th February and I would urge
parents/carers of those pupils to attend this important meeting. Further information regarding
arrangements for this event will be sent out in January. Our Careers Convention will be held on the
same day to allow parents/carers and pupils to find out more about possible career routes.
Please note that school closes for the Christmas holiday at 12 noon on Friday, 21st December and will
reopen to pupils on Tuesday, 8th January.
I would like to finish by thanking all parents/carers for their continued support throughout the year. I
wish you all a happy and peaceful Christmas break and look forward to working with you in 2019.
Allyson Dobson
Headteacher

VISIT TO THE SCHOOL BY HEADTEACHERS FROM CHINA
In November the school hosted a
delegation of 17 Headteachers from
China as part of a two-week study visit
to Scotland organised by The University
of Edinburgh. Our visitors were given
a very warm welcome as they were
met at the entrance to the school by
Callum Miller, 2L2, our official School
Piper. Visits to classes were arranged
to allow our visitors the opportunity
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to see learning take place in Dalkeith High School. The rest of the morning was spent
meeting with members of the Senior Leadership Team and the Pupil Leadership Team as
the group were very interested in how our school is led in partnership with all in our school
community. At the end of the morning our visitors commented on how impressed they were
by the collaborative working across the school and by the positive
relationships that exist between staff and pupils.

DALKEITH HIGH SCHOOL’S PTC & PTA
The PTA is always busy in the background making sure that our
fundraising efforts come to fruition. We would like to thank each
and every one of you who has donated, promoted and supported
us this year.
So far this session over £1600 has been raised through events such as a raffle, Christmas
carol singing in Morrisons and a tombola. With this money we have supplied the
school with two Christmas trees and bought strips for the school football teams. Mr
Hamilton was delighted to receive 20 new quality badminton rackets from the PTA.
These have gone down well with the members of the club which number around 30
pupils on a weekly basis.
The PTA is always looking for people to help out with activities, so please get in
touch if you can help out in any capacity. We are also looking for new fundraising
ideas, so please let us know if you have any suggestions. More information and news
from the Parent Council can be found on our school’s website or on Facebook.
Dalkeith High School PTC & PTA

S6 COFFEE MORNING FUNDRAISERS
The S6 Pupil Leadership Team recently organised two coffee mornings to raise funds
for different charities.
The pupils provided cakes and biscuits and staff made donations which have been
given to the chosen charities.
A sum of £83 has been donated to Macmillan Cancer Support, with Social Bite, a
charity that supports homeless people, receiving £60 which will provide Christmas
meals for 12 people.

HOUSE CHALLENGE
The House challenge continues with Lothian in the lead overall but with the other
houses close on their heels. Lothian won the House challenge this term and pupils in
this House have been invited to a movie morning in the assembly hall. Pupils were
given the chance to vote for a movie of their choosing.
Remember, this does not mean that Lothian has won the final prize. There is a
chance that the other Houses might take the lead and win. Keep up the good work!
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DYSLEXIA AWARENESS WEEK
Dyslexia Awareness Week was celebrated
at Dalkeith High School from Monday 29th
October – Friday 2nd November with this year’s
theme being ‘Dyslexia: my wider world’, helping
us highlight the many ways that dyslexia can play
a part in someone’s life.
Throughout the week staff and S1 pupils wore
Blue Ribbons (which are the symbol for dyslexia)
to help raise awareness in class. Resources were
available for staff to use during lessons to highlight
some of the challenges and strengths associated
with dyslexia.
During the week, Personal Development Award
(PDA) pupils volunteered to take part in a
variety of activities: S1 Dyslexia Assembly with
guest speaker Lachlan Telford talking about his
experience of dyslexia; making posters to display
around the school; baking cupcakes for the bake sale and organising and selling homemade cakes on the
Friday during morning break. The bake sale was very popular with pupils and staff queuing to purchase
the delightful homemade cakes, particularly the cupcakes with the dyslexia blue ribbons on them. The total
money raised from Dyslexia Awareness Week was a staggering £197.30 which Dalkeith High School will
donate to Dyslexia Scotland.
An enormous thank you to pupils and staff who volunteered on the day, with a special mention to the PDA
pupils who planned and organised Dyslexia Awareness Week.
Thank you to staff and pupils for all their support, donations and efforts throughout the week!
Mrs Fraser
Support for Learning Department

SFL LUNCH CLUB
The Support for Learning Lunch Club held a
successful Halloween party in conjunction with
the Home Economics Department. They enjoyed
a poetry competition, pumpkin carving and a cake
decorating competition.
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S1 OUTDOOR LEARNING
Outdoor learning has been a great success so far this
year at Dalkeith High School with half the S1 year
group already having experienced their Outdoor
Learning Day.
The S1 pupils have all been a credit to themselves;
they have worked on their teamwork, communication
skills, resilience and determination. They have also
developed their knowledge of the outdoors making
cross curricular links with geography, history, mathematics, science and many more.
The weather, in true Scottish style, has been a mixed bag. We have experienced sunshine, strong wind,
heavy rain and a range of temperatures from 0-20 degrees, all in the space of 11 weeks!
Feedback from many of the S1 pupils has been very positive and it is an experience they will remember
in the future. In the New Year the remaining pupils, who have not had the opportunity to participate yet,
will have an opportunity to do so between January and March.
The Parent Council has played a vital role in the logistics of making the Outdoor Learning Days possible,
by funding the extensive kit which was purchased in order to make this experience a success for our S1
pupils. Many thanks to Miss Jameson, PE teacher, for leading the groups and to the Parent Council for
their support.

MIDLOTHIAN SPELL MASTERS
This competition is open to S2 pupils in all of the
Midlothian High Schools. It was held at Dalkeith
Campus and it was very exciting. Spell Masters was a
friendly competition and the words were at a moderate
level - not too long.!
First comes a slow round where you get as much time
as you need. Last is a quick fire round which is pretty
stressful as you have a time limit here. The quickest team with the most correct answers wins the round.
This year we also had a riddle and a word puzzle as a fun mini game to win a prize.
Last year Dalkieth High won the Spell Masters competition and hopefully we will get the win next year.
Spell Masters is a brilliant competition and we all had a fantastic time .
All the teams did their best, but the team that beat everyone thanks to their expertise in word spelling was
Penicuik High School.
By Max Gilhooley, Luke Hardwick and Cameron Chambers
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CELEBRATING SOME OF OUR CHAMPIONS IN SPORT!
15-year-old Lewis Inglis has been crowned world champion for
both K-1 and Muay Thai after defeating two Dutch opponents
near Pisa, Italy. The enormous achievement is a reward for his
hard work, training up to five days a week at Tranent-based
Black Diamond Thai Boxing Club. Muay Thai, or Thai boxing,
is the art of eight limbs – using punches, elbows, knees and kicks
to strike the opponent’s body. It is Thailand’s national sport
and is going from strength to strength in the UK. Meanwhile
K-1 combines stand-up techniques from Muay Thai, Karate,
Taekwondo, Savate, San shou, Kickboxing and traditional
Boxing.
Swapping the ring for the grass, Lewis is also a talented footballer
who plays as a centre midfielder for Longniddry Villa U16s. The Hibs fan’s efforts have earned
him a call-up to the South East Region of the Scottish Youth Football Association squad.
Read more at: https://www.edinburghnews.scotsman.com/news/thai-boxing-world-championgets-scotland-call-up-1-4825614

Congratulations to Dylan Sharp, S3, who
won a bronze medal at the Scottish Judo
Championships – a great achievement for his
first year as a cadet!

FOOTBALL NEWS
It has been a busy and successful term for football at Dalkeith High School, with the Senior boys and
S1-S4 girls playing a total of 10 matches over the past couple of months. The boys have continued
their strong start to the season with highlights from the term being a 4-3 cup win against a strong
Musselburgh side and an incredibly impressive performance against a visiting Australian performance
school. We hope that the New Year will bring silverware for the boys either in the form of the league or
the cup, with a last 16 home tie against Ross High scheduled for the first Friday back. As well as success
for the boys, there was a comprehensive victory for our S1-S4 girls side in their first 11-a-side fixture
away to Newbattle. The second girls fixture of the term was a narrow 3-2 loss to Ross High, however
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so many positives can be taken from the match such as the way in which the girls are gelling as a team.
We are excited to be heading to Tranent for a rematch after Christmas!
If that’s not enough, there will be even more opportunities to support Dalkeith High School in the
new term with teams being entered into the Edinburgh & Lothian’s cup at U13, U14 and U16 levels.
Finally, a vote of thanks must go out to the Parent Council for their support in providing a brand new
set of bespoke strips, keep an eye out for these in the near future… exciting times!

SENIOR SPORT & RECREATION PUPILS
Well done to our Senior Sport & Recreation
pupils who are seen here teaching P7 pupils
from Woodburn Primary and also helping out
at the Midlothian Schools’ Swimming Gala.
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SENIOR PUPILS’ VISIT TO THE SCOTTISH CABINET
On November the 5th, the entire Scottish Cabinet
met in Penicuik’s Ladywell Centre. All Midlothian
schools were invited to bring 15 pupils to participate
in a question and answer session. This was an
excellent example of democracy in action as the
Cabinet had no idea which questions were going to
be asked, and anyone who put their hand up to ask
had a very high chance of being chosen.
First Minister, Nicola Sturgeon, addressed the
audience at the beginning of the afternoon and then
chaired the question and answer session, directing
each question to the appropriate Minister to answer.
The meeting was also open to the general public and
a wide variety of questions were asked.An excellent
afternoon for those who are interested in politics!

SENIOR PUPILS’ VISIT THE EDINBURGH SHERIFF COURT
The highly popular Modern Studies Senior
pupils’ visit to the Edinburgh Sheriff Court
proved a real success with the pupils yet again
this year. After a guided tour of the building from
the very accommodating Dave Young (Head of
Administration), the pupils were permitted to
sit in the public gallery to observe an on-going
trial. The pupils were able to enhance their
understanding of the Scottish Criminal Justice
System, a curriculum requirement within the Crime and Law unit. The trial had already been
running for 8 weeks and was expected to last 16 weeks. In very recent times the four accused
were reported in the Scotsman newspaper to have been found guilty and have since been given
long custodial sentences. Equally appreciated was the quick lunch stop at the Waverley Mall
where pupils reflected on the court case and pondered on some key issues from trial, such as ‘Why does the Sheriff wear a wig?’

10

S2 GEOGRAPHY TRIP TO DYNAMIC EARTH
In September, S2 pupils were given the opportunity to visit
Dynamic Earth for the day. The main highlights of the day
included a tour of Dynamic Earth’s interactive exhibition,
a supervolcano movie displayed in the 360° showdome.
‘Our ShowDome’ was an immersive experience like no
other as it was packed with stunning high-definition 360°
digital fulldome technology and explosive surround sound!
Pupils also took part in an educational workshop entitled
Explosive Earth which looks at the devastating effects that
supervolcanoes would have on our planet and humanity.
The day ended with a visit to the gift shop before heading
back to school. A fun day out had by all.

S3 TRIP TO THE WATER OF LEITH
In October, S3 Geography pupils were given the opportunity to visit the Water of Leith Visitor
Centre to learn about the Water of Leith River and take part in an exciting river’s study. This
involved pupils getting their wellies on and wading through the river in three different locations
to measure the width, depth, gradient and speed of the river. Not only did pupils learn that
oranges are harder to catch in flowing water than previously thought, but they also got a good
insight into physical Geography and how to conduct an environmental study which could be
useful if they are to study National 5 next year. Pupils were also given the chance to look at the
interactive exhibits in the visitor centre itself and have since developed some excellent work
which is displayed in the Geography corridor. Please feel free to come up and have a look at the
work as well as some of the photos from the day!
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#ChooseRespect
This year, DHS linked up with respectme,
Scotland’s national anti-bullying network,
to encourage pupils to #ChooseRespect.
Our S3 and S6 Peer Supporters visited all
S1 classes to lead the learning around key
anti-bullying messages. Discussions points
included the long term impact of bullying
behaviour, strategies to manage if you
experience bullying behaviour, and how to
help others who might be having a difficult
time. Respect is a key focus for the school this year as we promote the importance
of positive relationships at every level. We don’t need to like everyone; we don’t
need to be friends with everyone; but we do need to share the same spaces safely and
respectfully.
The school even hosted respectme Director Katie Ferguson, who spoke very highly of
Sophie Anderson, Melissa Neil and Tansy Sibley and the lesson they were delivering
to S1, which was shared with school across Scotland. Over the course of this session,
we’ll continue to work with young people to support their understanding of Respect
for All, Scotland’s national anti-bullying strategy.

ROTARY SHOEBOX APPEAL
Dalkeith High School has been working
in close partnership with the Esk Valley
Rotary club helping with their International
Shoebox Appeal. Around 80 pupils and
staff have taken up the challenge of filling
a box with gifts for children and families in
less developed countries around the world.
The kindness and generosity of the pupils
and staff at Dalkeith High School has been
incredible. Pupils were asked to donate
gifts for either a baby, child, teenager, or
to provide everyday household items. The
shoe boxes have been packed full of all
sorts of wonderful gifts which will now be
sent out in time for Christmas.
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DHS REMEMBERS
Last month, the Humanities department organised a whole school event to mark the
centenary of the end of the First World War (1918-2018). Departments across the school
led lessons with S3 pupils based on the war. Some examples of the interesting, thought
provoking lessons are outlined below:
Social Subjects: Geography looked at how the map of Europe has changed since 1918 and
Moderns Studies looked at the support given for PTSD today and comparing with shell
shock during WW1.
Humanities: History investigated conditions in the trenches (S3) and how the war ended
(S2). Pupils have produced reports on ‘How would you report on war ending today?’ for a
Poppy Scotland competition to win a trip to STV news studios in Glasgow. RME looked at
the morality of war and why it is important to remember.
Health and Wellbeing: Dance used the Great War as a theme for choreography and Home
Economics held a poppy bake sale to raise funds for Dalkeith Erskine Care Home.
Expressive Arts: Art & Design created poppies for the wall of remembrance and the Art
Club produced hand crafted poppies to sell. Drama looked at the emotions of soldiers and
families during the War and the Music department ran a song writing competition.
Science: Biology looked at disease in the trenches and Chemistry looked at chemical
warfare.
Languages: Modern Languages created
French equivalent of the poppy and English
looked at war poetry.
A wall of remembrance was also created
where staff and pupils contributed their own
family profiles from the Great War. All pupils
also attended remembrance assemblies led
by pupils to commemorate those who made
the ultimate sacrifice, including 13 pupils and
staff from DHS.
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Douglas and Michael show Deputy First Minister the IT way
For the last 18 months, Dalkeith High School S6 pupils, Michael Allan and
Douglas Greig, have been undertaking the Foundation Apprenticeship in
Information Technology:
Software Development. Year 1
of the scheme saw Michael and
Douglas make their way to the
Granton campus of Edinburgh
College. This session, the
teaching is supplemented
by work experience, with
Michael and Douglas securing
placements at the Waverly
Gate offices of Microsoft, in
central Edinburgh.
In November, as part of the MSP-backed ‘Apprentice for the Day’ initiative,
Deputy First Minister of Scotland and Cabinet Secretary for Education and
Skills John Swinney, spent time with Michael and Douglas to find out more.
Mr Swinney learned about the topics the Foundation Apprenticeship covers
including computing applications; authoring a website; defining customer
requirements for IT and telecoms systems; and data modelling and games
development. Michael and Douglas also explained the project they are working
on in partnership with Microsoft.
About the Foundation Apprenticeship set-up, Douglas told the Deputy First
Minister, ‘ I’m really grateful to have had the opportunity to study a Foundation
Apprenticeship … The opportunity to gain real work experience while getting
an introduction into a career I’m already passionate about is amazing and is
something that would not have been possible to do within school.’
About his time until now, Michael explained to Mr Swinney, ‘The experience so
far has been great. We’ve had the chance to work on lots of different projects
with the college and Microsoft, all of which have been really beneficial. I now
hope to pursue a career in games design, and the Foundation Apprenticeship
has opened that door for me by giving me real work experience. It will also,
hopefully, help me move on to further study in the future.’
Next session, through partnership working within Midlothian, three Foundation
Apprenticeships will be available on the Dalkeith High School Senior Phase
Option Form, namely Information Technology: Software Development; Business
Skills; and Social Services: Children and Young People. Further information
will be available around coursing time in February and March.
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SCHOOL SHOW FUNDRAISERS
Fundraising efforts for the school show
‘Bring it on’ are well underway. So far we
have had a lunchtime ‘Soak the Teacher’
event, where Mr Cartwright, Mr Duncan,
Miss Gaughan and Miss Wood bravely stood
in our wooden stocks while pupils paid to
throw wet sponges at them! Over £80 was
raised over the lunchtime period and great
fun was had by all - even if there were some very soggy teachers in classes period 6!
The next fundraiser was the recent Teacher Leg Wax! Mr McGlade, Mr Nisbet and
Mr Aitken all kindly volunteered to have strips of their leg hair waxed off for a good
cause and we raised over £140.
Fundraising events to look out for in the near future are our Candy Cane Deliveries,
Hot Chocolate Café, Talent Show, Quiz Night and many more.
If anyone would like to get involved with the fundraising for school show, or has any
idea for new ideas, please speak to Miss Wood in Drama.

S3 BUSINESS MANAGEMENT
Mr Hamilton’s class have been busy on the production lines making Christmas
decorations, gift tags etc as part of their course in Enterprise. Pupils looked at build
quality and gathered market research to see what customers were willing to pay. All
proceeds will go to charity.

VEX ROBOTIC COMPETITION
S1 members of STEM Club represented the
school at the VEX Robotic Competition in
Glasgow on Thursday 6th December. The
pupils had been working hard since August
to design, build and drive their robot which
they took to the trials. Pupils battled it out
against other schools in the regional heats
of the competition but were sadly pipped to
the post for first place. However, their effort
didn’t go unnoticed as they came away with
the judges award for demonstrating excellent team work, resilience and problem solving
skills! The pupils enjoyed their day, dressed in their team designed t-shirts, and did
Dalkeith High School extremely proud!
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DALKEITH DOES STRICTLY 2018
Dalkeith High School hosted its very own version of Strictly Come Dancing on Friday
30th November. 10 staff and pupil couples fought it out on the dance floor in “Dalkeith
Does Strictly” – some tangoing, some jiving and others dancing the Charleston, with
our very own panel of esteemed judges made up of teaching staff. The evening was a
massive success with Mr Aitken (Teacher of Physical Education) and Miss Jameson
(Teacher of Physical Education) being crowned staff champions and Katie Slater (6L)
and Abbie Thomson (6L) being crowned pupil champions of “Dalkeith Does Strictly,
2018”.
This event was part of our fundraising efforts for our school excursion to South Africa
in February 2019. Pupils and staff will be visiting Ogwini High School in Umlazi,
South Africa, to further establish an international partnership encouraging global
citizenship within Dalkeith High School. More information on this trip will be shared
via the school website and Twitter page in due course.
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