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Welcome

ÅP1D ðMiss Sarah Denholm

ÅP1MD ðMrs Laura Macgregor and Mrs 
Christine Davies

ÅP1H ðMiss Emma Hopkirk



P1H

Miss Hopkirk



Aims of talk

ÅFind out what children are learning in P1

ÅProvide you with a brief outline of the 
phonics & reading schemes we use

ÅLook at factors which help children to 
read successfully by blending

ÅDiscuss and show what children are 
learning in school

ÅLook at what can you can do at home to 
help support your child



Curriculum for Excellence

This is a simple guide showing how children
may move through the levels of CfE. All
children progress at their own pace and
work is differentiated to support their
learning.



Areas of the Curriculum

ÅLiteracy

ÅNumeracy and Maths

ÅHealth and Wellbeing

ÅSocial Studies

ÅScience

ÅReligious and Moral Education 

ÅTechnologies

ÅExpressive Arts



Literacy

Reading

Writing

Listening and Talking



Phonics

ÅLetter sounds are taught rapidly and 
are taught in a few months

ÅPhonics blending work begins before 
children are introduced to reading 
scheme books



Order of Teaching
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The process...

ÅIntroducing letters visually

ÅTeaching each sound with an action

ÅChildren are taught simple rhymes and 
songs



Active Learning

ÅChildren have lots of active 
opportunities in writing before they put 
pen to paper

ÅFor example; whiteboards, magnetic 
letters, play dough, shaving foam etc

ÅWe also check that they can see the 
sound and hear the sound



Blending
Children will be encouraged to: 

ÅOnce the first few letter sounds are learnt, 
children begin blending the sounds together 
to help them read and write new words.

ÅIdentify in words what the initial, medial and 
final sounds are

ÅWe start simple by introducing children to 
small words known as c-v-c words. 



How can you help at home 
with Phonics?

ÅSuggested activities in book bags

ÅHomework sheets

ÅLaminated sound cards

ÅI -spy



Reading Skills

We will be encouraging the children to

Ådevelop fluency

ÅUnderstand story structure

ÅDiscuss the story

ÅMake predictions 

ÅSequence events

ÅRelate the story to their own personal 
experiences



Oxford Reading Tree Books

Children will be introduced to the main 
characters:
ÅMum, Dad, Biff, Chip, Kipper and Floppy 

the dog
ÅThen as they progress through the ORT 

stages they will be introduced to other 
characters such as Wilf, Wilma Anneena 
and Nadim



Key Words

Teachers will send home key words 
for the ORT stage your child is at 
and you can help your child to learn 
these ôtrickyõ words at home.



What factors promote success in 
reading?

ÅParental involvement

ÅEnjoy lots of different books

ÅKnowledge about print

ÅKnowledge of rhyme



What do you do if they get 
stuck? 

ÅTry to encourage enjoyment and fluency 

ÅTry not to get annoyed or exasperated 
if they donõt remember a word today 
that they knew yesterday!  

ÅIf your child sticks on a word, sound it 
out and if there is no success say it 

yourself in order to keep the flow going



Reading Together

ÅReading together should be fun for 
both of you

ÅBe a supportive listener rather than 
a critical listener

ÅGive lots of praise ðwe do!



Reading Record/Details

ÅWe intend using Google Classroom to 
set reading.

ÅAt the start of each week we will 
post details of the current book and 
pages to read as well as any useful 
information.

ÅFurther information on how to access 
Google Classrooms will follow soon.



Writing

Different stages

ÅScribing

ÅOver writing

ÅUnder writing

ÅIndependent writing



Listening and Talking

ÅLots of opportunities 

ÅCircle time

ÅPlanned talks 

ÅLinks to drama 



Numeracy

ÅMUMP ðMidlothian Understanding 
Maths Programme

ÅSEAL- Stages of Early Arithmetical 
Learning

ÅActive Learning 



Numeracy

ÅNumber Words and Sequences

ÅNumerals

ÅCounting items and collections

ÅSpatial Patterns

ÅSharing



Maths

ÅShape ð2D & 3D

ÅMeasure ðweight, volume, length

ÅAngle, Pattern & Symmetry

ÅData and Analysis ðgraphs

ÅTime ðdays of week, months, seasons > 
oõclock/half past 

ÅMoney 



Health and WellBeing

Physical Wellbeing

-> You will be informed in advance of P.E. days. On these day your child 
should come to school dressed in outdoor sports clothes (including 
trainers)

-> Basic Moves programme

Social and Emotional Wellbeing

-> Themes of friendship, kindness, sharing, emotions  etc explored through 
books 

-> Cool in School

-> Keeping Myself Safe

-> Internet Safety

-> Circle Times



Interdisciplinary Learning (IDL)
P1

Å Exploring Health and Wellbeing themes such as friendship, 
families, emotions and positive mind -sets

Å My new school and people who help in it 

Å My town and people who help in it 

Å Fairy -tale Focus

Å Christmas

Å Chinese New Year

Å Scotsõ Week

Å Fairtrade 

Å Fairy -tale Focus

Å New Beginnings

Å Plants and living things



Play

ÅCornbank Early Yearõs Team have been working hard to 
develop play across Primary 1 and Primary 2.

ÅPlay is a vital component in childrenõs development, 
helping to build communication skills, develop resilience 
and promote problem solving. 

ÅWe ensure our children have stimulating and 
meaningful play opportunities. 



Why do we focus on free play?

ÅBuilds social skills

ÅPromotes Creativity

ÅReveals Passions

ÅMakes Connections

ÅSafe Space to try new things



What does this look like in the 
classroom?

ÅChildren do not have their own seats

ÅFree play each day  

ÅTeacher led experiences:

- Whole class teaching inputs 

- Small groups at the teaching table

ÅIndependent tasks related to learning 
intention



Our School Vision

Cornbank Primary School 

where everyone works together to

inspire learners to be their best now 

and in the future



Our School Values

#RISE

Respect

Inclusion

Safe

Excellence



Restorative Approach

ÅAim is to support children to make 
positive choices

ÅKey questions used to support learners

ÅParental involvement


