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Newsletter 2 October 2016

Dear Parents/Carers,

What a busy first term back at school it
has been! The children have been busy
settling into their new classes, getting to know
new teachers and focusing on their next steps
in learning.

Next term we will have two new
teachers joining us. Mrs Tait will be teaching
the children P.E on a Tuesday afternoon until
Christmas and Ms Perry will be teaching
Music to the children on a Thursday

afternoon. We welcome both into the school ( .

and we are sure they will enjoy getting to & bt %
know our children. Well done to P4-7 for
As the weather starts to get colder .

please ensure your child is dressed leading a very
appropriately for school with a waterproof successful coffee
winter jacket, hat, scarf, welly boots and morning. The school
gloves. Please ensure all of these items are raised £129 for
clearly labeled with your child’s name. .

yChildren will l}),e outside for break time MaCMlllar,l cancer and
and lunch time unless the school decides that we couldn’t be prouder.,
itis unsafe, e.g high winds, thunder storm etc. Thank you very much

Due to the lovely weather Scotland brings us, for all the home baking
they will be outside enjoying the rain!

donations!

We once again thank you for your continued

support. : {(/ " /\A

Kind regards,
Anna Chidgey 'R‘ Q «% ” %
Head Teacher I—I

—— To\lov_v us on
twitter


mailto:stmatthews_ps@midlothian.gov.uk
http://stmatthews.mgfl.net/

Drumming
P4-7 have enjoyed two sessions of

drumming with Danny from the

Infectious Grooves Team. +*

They learned how to use$4

the Cajon drum to play &

different rhythms, as well as ha

the Hapi Drum and the Ganza. The children had a
great opportunity to develop their listening skills as
they played together, and they are very excited about
Danny visiting again in 2017!

Fairyland

P1-3 have been helping the friendly dragon rebuild
fairyland. We have been reading fairytales and
writing our own versions. The friendly dragon has
been watching us and he is really happy.

We had great fun designing a castle for.

the dragon to live in.

Football

P1-3 have been learning lots of new skills thlS tet
with the FA football coaches. We have been
developing our fitness and agility skills which we
have then been applying to our matches! We now
know that we need to work as a team in order to be
successful! P4-7 have also been enjoyed their Friday
morning Football, and have been learning from each
other’s skills as well as from the FA coaches!

[nspiring
Learning Spaces

This year St Matthew’s is taking
part in an innovative research
project. P4-7 will be working with
architects and designers to design
a classroom for the future. They
will have a budget to spend on
hiring or buying equipment to use
in their classroom until June 2017.
Within this project they will also be
working with scientists from STEM
to design an Eco School, build and
use robots and solve crime! We are
very excited to see the changes in
the classroom and more
importantly the progress and
changes in their learning! Watch
this space....

eporting

This year we would like to trial a new approach to the
reporting format. At Parent's evening on Thursday we will be
asking for your help to shape how we do this.

What information about your child would you like in the report?

How would you like the report to look?

How could we involve parents more in their children's learning?

There will be an opportunity to have your say at the front of
the school on Thursday ©




St Matthew’s RC Primary i

Dates for yvour Diary

13th Oct - Parent’s Evening 3.30pm-5.30pm and 6.30pm-8.00pm
14t Oct - Finish for October Holiday at 12.25pm

17t Oct - All resume 8.50am

24t Oct - SPCA Talk - All Pupils

26t Oct - P4-7 Skiing 1 - 12pm-2pm

27t Oct - P4-7 @ Dynamic Earth - Destination Space

29th Oct - Enrolment Mass - St Matthew’s RC Church

1st Nov - All Saints Mass - 12.00 pm - St Matthew’s RC Church
2nd Nov - P4-7 Skiing 2 - 12pm-2pm

3rd Nov - P1-3 @ Dynamic Earth - Journey into Space

9th Nov - P4-7 Skiing 3 - 12pm-2pm

10th Nov - P1-3 @ Dynamic Earth - Journey into Space

15t Nov - Children in Need Coffee Afternoon 2Zpm

16t Nov - Individual & Family Photo’s

16t Nov - P4-7 Skiing 4 - 12pm-2pm

17t Nov - P4-7 @ Dynamic Earth - Space is Big

18th Nov - Flu Vaccination P1-7

22nd Nov - Parents Meeting - Reconciliation @ Our Lady Church hall 7.30 pm
23rd Nov - P4-7 Skiing 5 - 12pm-2pm

1st Dec - Fluoride Varnish

13th Dec - Whole School Nativity 1.30pm

14t Dec - Whole School Nativity 6.00pm

15t Dec - Jack and the Beanstalk @ King’s Theatre (late finish)
18t Dec - Reconciliation Mass - 5pm @St Matthew’s RC Church
22nd Dec - Christmas Lunch & Party

23rd Dec - Finish for Christmas Holidays at 12.00pm

Oth Jan - All resume at 8.50am

11t Jan - P4-7 Group 1 - Rock Climbing @ Ratho

12t Jan - P4-7 Swimming 10.30am - 12.30pm

16t Jan - Sportshall Athletics P4-7 @ Mayfield Leisure Centre
18t Jan - P4-7Group 2 - Rock Climbing @ Ratho

19t Jan - P1-3 @ Dynamic Earth - Wonderful Weather

19th Jan - P4-7 Swimming 10.30am - 12.30pm

25t Jan - P4-7 @ Dynamic Earth - Climate Change

26t Jan - P1-3 @ Dynamic Earth - Arctic Adventure

26 Jan - P4-7 Swimming 10.30am - 12.30pm

27t Jan - Burns Supper and Ceilidh 6pm TBC

2nd Feb - P4-7 Swimming 10.30am - 12.30pm

8th Feb - P4-7 @ Dynamic Earth - Time Lord’

9th Feb - P1-3 @ National Museum - Chambers Street

9th Feb - P4-7 Swimming 10.30am - 12.30pm



10t Feb - Finish for February Break at 12.25pm

13th Feb - In Service Day for staff

14t Feb - In Service Day for staff

20t Feb - All resume at 8.50am

23rd Feb : P4-7 Swimming 10.30am - 12.30pm

27t Feb - Fairtrade Fortnight

1st Mar - P1-3 @ Dynamic Earth - Polar Regions

2nd Mar - P4-7 Swimming 10.30am - 12.30pm

9th Mar - P4-7 Swimming 10.30am - 12.30pm

16th Mar - P4-7 Swimming 10.30am - 12.30pm

23rd Mar - P4-7 Swimming 10.30am - 12.30pm

24t Mar - Red Nose Day - Wear Red

30th Mar - P4-7 Swimming 10.30am - 12.30pm

30th Mar - Parent’s Evening 3.30pm-5.30pm and 6.30pm-8.00pm
31st Mar - Finish for Easter Holidays at 12.25pm

18th Apr - All resume at 8.50am

24t Apr - P7 Camp at Lockerbie Manor until 28t April
27t Apr - P1-3 @ Dynamic Earth - Nectar Collector

1st May - May Bank Holiday — School Closed

11th May - P1-3 @ Dynamic Earth - Tropical Adventure
18th May - P6/7 Trip to Risk Factory

19th May - School Camp - Depart at 12.30pm

20t May - School Camp

21st May - School Camp - Return 5pm (TBC)

22nd May - In Service Day — School Closed to pupils
23rd May - Parental Meeting, Communion @ Our Lady Church Hall, Bonnyrigg, 7.30pm
25th May - P1-3 @ Dynamic Earth - Journey into the Rainforest
26t May - Native American Drumming P1-7

6th Jun - P4-7 @ Dynamic Earth - Dinosaur Detectives
7t Jun - P1-3 @ Dynamic Earth - Dinosaur Adventure
7t Jun - P7 Transition Day - ST David’s HS (Day 1)

8th Jun - P7 Transition Day - ST David’s HS (Day 2)

9th Jun - Native American Drumming P1-7

14t Jun - P1-3 @ Dynamic Earth - Puffin’s Storytelling
15t Jun - Sports Day 1

22nd Jun - Sports Day 2(if attempt 2 does not go ahead)
27t Jun - Award'’s Assembly and P7 Leaver’s Assembly
28t Jun - End of term Day Out P1-P7

29t Jun - Feast of St Peter & Paul Mass - 12.00pm

30th June - Finish for Summer Holidays at 12pm
22nd Aug - All resume

All dates and times are correct at time of print but may be subject to change.



