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Guidance notes for writing a module specification  

Note: UON’s standard font is Open Sans 

UNIVERSITY OF NORTHAMPTON 

MODULE SPECIFICATION 
 

This document forms the definitive overview as to the nature and scope of this module 

and is used in the University’s quality assurance processes. The information in this 

document cannot be changed without approval (except for the Indicative Content). 

 

A glossary of key terms is available. 

 

FACULTY  

SUBJECT AREA  

SUBJECT FIELD  

MODULE TITLE  

 

MODULE CODE  

LEVEL  

CREDIT VALUE 20 

MODULE LEADER  

 

DELIVERY MODE(S) Standard 

DELIVERY LOCATION(S) UON 

PRE-REQUISITES:  

CO-REQUISITES:  

RESTRICTIONS:  

SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS:  

This module has supplementary regulations  Yes / No 

MODULE OVERVIEW:  

https://www.northampton.ac.uk/ilt/current-projects/defining-contact-time/types-of-student-contact-time/
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The purpose of this module is … 

This should be max 50 words (technical requirement of module catalogue), succinctly 

describing the purpose and scope of the module.  The text here should be unique to this 

module and avoid phrases like ‘builds on/extends/revisits topics’, ‘explores topics in greater 

depth’, ‘consolidates earlier learning/skills’... 
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INDICATIVE CONTENT: 

 

This can be a bullet point list. Avoid explanations of delivery, learning outcomes or 

assessment methods. 

 

 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

 

 

Module Learning Outcomes (add/delete rows as necessary) 

 

Write your MLOs using the following prefix: 

 

On successful completion of the module, [with detailed guidance / guidance / 

limited guidance / minimal or no guidance] students will be able to: 

 

This prefix differs for each level to ensure increasing autonomy over the course of the 

programme- edit the text between the square brackets (and delete the square brackets) as 

appropriate so that the prefix matches the ones for the appropriate level for the module as 

shown below: 

 

Level 4 On successful completion of the module, with detailed guidance, students 

will be able to: 

 

Level 5  On successful completion of the module, with guidance, students will be 

able to: 

 

Level 6  On successful completion of the module, with limited guidance, students 

will be able to: 

 

Level 7 On successful completion of the module, with minimal or no guidance, 

students will be able to: 

 

Subject-Specific Knowledge, Understanding & Application 

a) Minimum of 2 - Maximum 4 LOs for a 10 credit module, Minimum of 3 – 

Maximum of 6 LOs for a 20 credit module, and Minimum of 4 – Maximum of 8 

for modules 40 credits and above, with the split between subject-specific and 

employability LOs varying according to the focus of the module 

b) Module LOs should relate to and reflect the programme LOs, and be 

constructively aligned with the assessment. See this guidance.   

https://searchtundra.northampton.ac.uk/getfile.ashx?DocId=17604230265691&tag=3cda4e0f-a21a-430a-bda9-d0634ba24556
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c) COGS provides a starting point for wording based on level and focus of the LO  

d) Find the column that relates to the academic level, select the focus of the LO 

(e.g. working with numbers, making judgements) then adapt the generic 

wording to suit module context 

Employability & Changemaker Skills 

e) Employability and Changemaker LOs are based on generic transferable skills 

and should avoid reference to subject-specific learning   

f) In all LOs avoid words/phrases like ‘demonstrate (elementary/thorough) 

understanding’, ‘appreciate’, ‘demonstrate an ability’, ‘work towards’. LOs 

should start with a specific verb articulating HOW students will demonstrate 

their knowledge and understanding, e.g. explain, analyse, propose and justify, 

design, specify, assess.  More verbs here   

 

 

Readers are referred to the Programme Specification document for the list of 

PSRB requirements met by this module. 

 

TYPICAL LEARNING, TEACHING AND ASSESSMENT HOURS (for the module as 

delivered on-site at the University of Northampton): 

View this table on how learning, teaching and assessment hours map to the KIS 

Categories. 

Learning and teaching information for this module when delivered off-site by 

UN partners is available from the partner institution’s NILE site (or equivalent). 

Any variation in study hours must be approved by the University of 

Northampton before students are enrolled, ensuring that study hours provision 

is always appropriate to support student achievement of the module learning 

outcomes. 

 

Learning, Teaching and Assessment activities  Study hours 

Contact hours: (total)  

Comprising face-to-face and online contact hours as follows: 
 

https://mynorthamptonac.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/lls/learntech/learnd/ETxKlDviLXxHlFnrDYTkynABwQfBxQI4oFvzp_zAokyU_Q?e=UuGtG2
https://mynorthamptonac.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/lls/learntech/learnd/EbKBLXh1RXJLo6r6RjvNTj0BZLrVOo0LlHa2nBgUFdqiww?e=rpVkve
https://www.northampton.ac.uk/ilt/current-projects/defining-contact-time/kis-guidance/
https://www.northampton.ac.uk/ilt/current-projects/defining-contact-time/kis-guidance/
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• Face-to-face (total) - this may include the following:  

(delete any that are not applicable – some guidance here) 

 

- Face to face interactive large group session (e.g. team-based 

learning) 

- Face to face interactive small group session (generic space in 

groups of approx. 30 e.g. seminars/workshops/tutorials) 

- Specialist space (e.g. laboratories, studio space) 

- Off-site activities (e.g. fieldwork, visits) 

- F2F (broadcast) Lectures  

(e.g. guest speaker, cohort induction) 

- Other (e.g. dissertation tutorial, scheduled drop-in) – please 

specify 

 

 

- Work-based learning/placement learning (directly supervised by 

employers/tutors) (Please note this separately, as part of the 

total) 

 

• Online contact hours (total)  

(comprising online activities with mediated tutor input) 

 

Guided independent study hours  

(including hours for assessment preparation)  
 

Module Total 

 

(10 credit module equals 100 hours total, 20 credit module equals 200 

credits total etc) 

200 

 

 

  

https://mypad.northampton.ac.uk/lte/2021/10/29/defining-student-contact-time/
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ALIGNMENT OF LEARNING OUTCOMES AND ASSESSMENTS: 

 

University of Northampton: 

 

Assessment Activity  

 

Learning 

Outcomes 

Weighting 

(%) 

Code 
Assessment 

Type 
Assessment Deliverables   

Add the 

appropriate 

code as 

shown in 

this 

document.   

 

Add an 

appropriate  

assessment 

type as 

shown in 

this 

document. 

 

Need to quantify e.g. time, 

duration, word count…see 

this document for more 

information 

 

Avoid 

repeated 

assessment 

of the same 

LOs unless 

absolutely 

necessary 

 

 

     

     

 

The assessment items listed above are graded and contribute to the overall module 

grade (assessment of learning). In addition, there are opportunities for formative 

assessment (assessment for learning), which are ungraded, to support students in 

achieving the module learning outcomes. These are NOT listed. 

 

Approved EWO Partner Variations 

(repeat as necessary / delete if not applicable) 

Partner name: 

Assessment Activity  

 

Learning 

Outcomes 

Weighting 

(%) 

Code 
Assessment 

Type 
Assessment Deliverables   

     

     

     

APPROVAL/ REVIEW DATES:  

Version: 1 

https://mypad.northampton.ac.uk/lte/files/2021/10/Assessment-Codes-and-Assessment-Types-1.docx
https://mypad.northampton.ac.uk/lte/files/2021/10/Assessment-Codes-and-Assessment-Types-1.docx
https://mypad.northampton.ac.uk/lte/files/2021/10/Assessment-Codes-and-Assessment-Types-1.docx
https://mypad.northampton.ac.uk/lte/files/2021/10/Assessment-Codes-and-Assessment-Types-1.docx
https://mypad.northampton.ac.uk/lte/files/2021/10/Assessment-Codes-and-Assessment-Types-1.docx
https://mypad.northampton.ac.uk/lte/files/2021/10/Assessment-Codes-and-Assessment-Types-1.docx
https://mypad.northampton.ac.uk/lte/files/2021/10/Assessment-Codes-and-Assessment-Types-1.docx
https://mypad.northampton.ac.uk/lte/files/2021/10/Assessment-Codes-and-Assessment-Types-1.docx
https://mynorthamptonac.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/lls/learntech/learnd/EX9cdGrfndVBhN1_K-5Gx-wBWiO1JEGA40_RJx_dcz-LtA?e=dX2Auw
https://mynorthamptonac.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/lls/learntech/learnd/EX9cdGrfndVBhN1_K-5Gx-wBWiO1JEGA40_RJx_dcz-LtA?e=dX2Auw
https://mynorthamptonac.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/lls/learntech/learnd/EX9cdGrfndVBhN1_K-5Gx-wBWiO1JEGA40_RJx_dcz-LtA?e=dX2Auw
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