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GREECE IN NUMBERS
Eight years of economic crisis

Link website: https://marisalopandnicolepro.exposure.co/greece-in-numbers

by Marisa López & Nicole Proano

Photo: Nicole Proano

“Greece is back!" launched Alexis Tsipras, the Greek prime minister from SYRIZA on March 2nd at the Delphi Economic Forum.
"Greece has gone from recession to growth in 2017. The rate is estimated at more than 2% for 2018 as for the next years.
Unemployment in three years fell by 7% and the trend is downward,” he said.
Greece was seriously affected by the financial crash of 2008. Since then it has suffered almost a decade of official financial oversight
that has come at an enormous social and economic cost. With the first bailout program in 2010, Greece has been rescued two more
times by European and international creditors in exchange for spending cuts and tax hikes. These measures have prevented the
country from crashing out of the Euro.
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By the end of this August the third bailout program is due to end which means no more capital controls. Greece will jump back
into the market swimming pool with the same terms as its competitors. The forecast expects 2.5 % growth this year but, with a
public debt of 180% to its GDP, is Greece ready to stand on its own feet?
Dimitris Rapidis, Political and Communications advisor of SYRIZA, expresses his reservations around it. “The government says
that ‘yes from now on we will have much more economic freedom to implement our own program.’ But as we have seen in the
last 3 years that is not always to case. So, there is kind of a doubt about what the government will do if elected.”
Through these infographics, explore the development of Greek macroeconomics, their labor market and poverty over the last
decade of the financial crisis.

Two men reading the cover of the newspapers. Athens, Greece. Photo: Marisa López
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MACROECONOMICS

“`The bail-out is officially ending in many ways,´ okay that’s true. But what that mainly means is that
we no longer get cheap loans from lenders like the
IMF, we have to go to the markets and get loans with
a more expensive interest rate. So in that sense, it’s
going to be more expensive, it’s going to cost the
government more to fund itself. On the other hand,
even though we won’t be getting money from our
official creditors, we still have to implement a
number of policies that we’ve already agreed to,
including repayment policies like pension cuts in the
first of January 2019. Also, either on the same date or
a year later, we have to reduce the tax-free income
threshold, and these are measures that have already
been pre-legislated, so we can’t really avoid them. In
a sense you have all the negative aspects of the
bailout, the harsh austerity measures, without the
positive aspects of cheap money.”

Yannis Palaiologos, journalist and the author of
“The Thirteenth Labour of Hercules,” a book on
the Greek crisis

“I do not think that the crisis is over. What the
government is actually doing so far is crisis
management – Implementation of, literally, left wingpolicy program. And that is the goal after this August,
during which we expect to see the end of the
program.”
Dimitris Rapidis, Political and Communications
advisor of SYRIZA
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"The dictatorship fell in 1973 and the system that was created
afterwards, the Metapolitefsi, was one in which the market was
run by clients and patrons. So essentially what happened is to
get a job you have to know a politician."
Daphne Halikiopoulou, Associate Professor in Comparative
Politics at Reading University
“Clientelist relations have shaped the character of the political
system since the creation of the Greek state in 19th century.
During the Metapolitefsi and specifically during PASOK
governance in the 80s, this practice became very aggressive and
omnipresent because for the first time in the Greek political
system, a mass party created a dense clientelistic network.
During those years the very deep idea of being a member of a
political party was similar to having political power to help
yourself, your family, your friends, etc. Corruption has been,
and unfortunately remains, a widespread phenomenon in
Greece. It is seen in public-private relations but is also found in
other spheres. Despite the crisis and the existence of laws, I am
afraid the situation has not improved as much as we would have
liked.”
Nikos Marantzidis, Professor of Balkan Slavic & Oriental
Studies, University of Macedonia

City Center of Athens, Greece. Between 2008 and 2015 more than 244.000 businesses closed down in Greece. The closing of businesses
…..cost a total of 842,670 jobs and 30.31 billion euros in products. Photo: Marisa López
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LABOR MARKET

“Unemployment has been linked to physical and
mental health problems. Unemployment means
lower or no income and poor people are known to
have worse health compared to richer members of
the same community. But work provides much
more than money. Among others, it enriches
people’s social support networks and it gives
meaning to their lives. Losing these makes one
more susceptible to depression and suicide"
Filippos Filippidis, Lecturer in Public Health
School of Public Health, Imperial College
London

“Meritocracy is in a very problematic state and
that, of course, has been getting worse because
people who are well-educated, who are able, who
would thrive in a meritocratic system under the
combined effect of the economic crisis and the
general clientelist system, they have been forced to
leave the country in droves over the last few years.
Nearly 500,000 of them. And we’re talking
scientists, doctors, engineers, etc. The more these
people leave, the less likely it is that the system
here will improve. It’s a vicious cycle.”
Yannis Palaiologos, journalist and the author of
“The Thirteenth Labour of Hercules”, a book
on the Greek crisis

"We have more deaths than births in Greece and
the gap is widening every year. This has only
happened in war times. Between 1941 -1944 we
had many deaths caused by the war or by famine
caused by the war. So, the social situation is
comparable to war in some aspects."
Kostas Chrysogonos, Coalition of the Radical
Left MEP

7

“When SYRIZA came to power in 2015, the three major
public funds were completely bankrupt. So the
government was forced to introduce a new social fund
bill which supported around 80% of low-income groups.
But still we have a problem because as long as we have a
high rate of unemployment, we do not have important
contributions to those social funds. Bottom line is the
government received a social, institutional, economic
wreck and now they have some important steps to
rebuild the state. There are many things to be done.
Dimitris Rapidis, Political and Communications
advisor of SYRIZA

Homeless sleeping on a bench in Athens, Greece. According to 2006 survey conducted by the NGO “KLIMAKA” of a sample of 200
people of homelessness in Greece, they are mostly men, with an average age of 47. Photo: Marisa López
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POVERTY
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“The economic recovery we have seen is not reflected in social recovery. It takes a lot of years to see an improvement in wages. It
takes a lot of years to see sustainable development in the country and not a fiscally driven growth as we have right now because of
high tax rates. This impedes sustainable growth. A big part of the society, mostly those that have supported SYRIZA in the
elections, cannot earn their living. There’s a big gap between what SYRIZA promised before the elections and what is done now.
There is a big disappointment, it´s very obvious but at the same time there is a big disappointment from the political system
overall.”
Dimitris Rapidis, Political and Communications advisor of SYRIZA

“This period of the crisis it is less bad now because it´s more stagnant. Go back in time and you would see many people who
could never imagine being homeless. Half or even the majority of the homeless are coming from the middle-class, not from the
poor parts of the society. They were people who had inherited property, they couldn´t pay the extra property taxes that was
imposed in order to pay back the debt and they found themselves on the street, losing their houses. One big element of what has
happened in Greece, is the kind of wiping out of the middle class. Especially the low middle classes – that´s who was hit most by
the crisis”
Christos Giovanopoulos, PhD Research at the Faculty of Social Sciences, Social and Cultural Anthropology, VRIJE
University of Amsterdam and co-founder of Solidarity for All community
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A story of a Greek Social Kitchen
Providing more than just food, connecting people in times of crisis.
Link website: https://marisalopandnicolepro.exposure.co/a-story-of-a-greek-social-kitchen

By Nicole Proano & Marisa López

The Other Human`s pot ready to cook for people. Photo: Nicole Proano

Konstantinos Polychronopoulos began ‘The Other Human,’ Social Kitchen in Athens, back in December 2011 after the economic
crisis had already begun impacting the Greek homes. Since then, hundreds of people have approached his cooking pot, seeking
not just food but company as well. "Food connects people, like when you sit at home and eat with your family. That`s the time
when you speak and connect with each other. So, that`s what I decided to do," he says. By eating together, they hope to help the
poor feel dignified and respected.

VÍDEO: The Other Human
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WPFfShnR_1g&feature=youtu.be
Title of video: The Other Human: Providing more than just food, connecting people in times of crisis.
Name of student: Nicole Proano & Marisa López
Date: June 3rd 2018

MODEL A
-

The quotes in Italic referring to people`s quotes. The rest is our script.

00:00 – 00:08 The Other Human – A story of poverty
The Other Human: More than a social kitchen
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00:08 – 00:23 “Other human is Solidarity. Other Human is respect. Other Human is communication.
Other Human is love. People, humans for humans. Only this”
Konstantinos Polychronopoulos, founder of the Social Kitchen “The Other Human”
00:24- 00:29 In 2017, Greece’s GDP grew by 1.4%.
00:30 – 00:45 Though minimal, it was the first GDP growth the country has seen since the global economic crisis hit Greece
back in 2010, leaving many devastated.
00:46 – 00:54 It will take years before the macroeconomic improvements begin being felt by Greek citizens.
00:56 – 01:09 So in and around Athens, citizens are seeking ways to tackle poverty collectively.
01:10 – 01:22 “My name is Konstantinos Polychronopoulos.
And here at the other human community, we’re not an organization, it`s an idea that
somebody held”.
Konstantinos Polychronopoulos, founder of the Social Kitchen “The Other Human”
01:23 – 01:47 What prompted you to start the other human?
“I saw something on the streets one day. Two kids fighting over some food.
What mattered to me was not just that the kids were fighting over food.
What bothered me was that all the people nearby were just watching.
Doing nothing, including me. I felt very bad about this”.
Konstantinos Polychronopoulos, founder of the Social Kitchen “The Other Human”
01:48 – 01:56 Konstantinos began ‘the other human,’ a social kitchen in Athens, back in December 2011.
01:57 – 02:10 His aim was to provide people with food and support. All are welcome.
02:11 – 03:01 I the beginning I started alone.
I borrowed a big pot and I started to cook alone, waiting for people.
People came around to see.
Food connects people, like when you sit at home and eat with your family.
That`s the time that you speak and connect with each other.
So, that`s what I decided to do.
They could find me there in the same place they were
But the idea was to eat together.
Konstantinos Polychronopoulos, founder of the Social Kitchen “The Other Human”
03:02 – 03:09 “But that was the first thing. Coming together, being together. People who have and people
who don’t have”
Translator voice traducing Konstantinos`s words
03:10 – 03:23 Konstantinos and his team travel to cities outside Athens to share these meals.
03:24 – 03:31 By eating together, they hope to help the poor feel dignified and respected.
03:32 – 03:40 Over time, more and more volunteers have been joining the cause.
03:41 – 03:48 People come to cook and clean. Local grocers collaborate with them by donating food.
03:49 – 03:59 "The Other Human"
Food & Cash donations are welcome.
Free food for all.”
04:00 – 04:18 “I feel happy because that was the reason I did all this. For this to be bigger, to go
everywhere. We’re not an NGO. We don’t depend on the church, companies or the state”
Konstantinos Polychronopoulos, founder of the Social Kitchen “The Other Human”
04:19 - 04:26 The Other Human has become more than just a Social Kitchen for all involved.
04:27 – 04:37 “My friend asked me to fix this tattoo – here”
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Konstantinos Polychronopoulos, founder of the Social Kitchen “The Other Human”
04:38 – 04:42 Other Human (in Greek) Other Human (in English)
04:45 – 04:57 At least for Konstantinos, Other Human is for life.
04:58 – 05:10 Providing more than just food, connecting people in times of crisis.
05:11 – 05:14 Music credit: Blue dot sessions
05:15 – 05:19 Produced by Nicole Proano and Marisa López
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On the Frontlines of Suicide in Greece
A lifesaving helpline that has been listening to those previously unheard since the beginning
of the crisis.
Link website: https://marisalopandnicolepro.exposure.co/on-the-frontlines-of-suicide-in-greece

By Marisa López & Nicole Proano

Olga Theodorikakou emphasizes that mental health professionals are who pick up the phone behind the helpline of Klimaka. Photo:
Nicole Proano.

The overhanging shadow of the financial crisis is large but some of its impacts are less well-known than others. In Greece,
the economic recession undermined the mental health of many Greeks who rapidly lost everything they had. The Klimaka
suicide helpline was conceived at the beginning of the crisis to listen to those needing to be heard.

One, zero, one eight. Four numbers that can be dialed on the phone by those deliberating ending their own lives. These numbers
may also be dialed by a sibling, cousin or friend who may be afraid about losing someone to suicide. One, zero, one, eight. Four
numbers that offer someone with whom they can talk, cry and even save their life, because on the other side of the line – on the
front line – professional psychiatrists and psychologists from NGO Klimaka will be waiting for them.
Klimaka was founded in 2000 with the goal of providing mental health services. When the economic recession erupted in Greek
homes eight years later, the NGO decided to create a 24-hour suicide prevention lifeline. “Unemployment or economic problems
are stress factors that a vulnerable person has to confront,” explains the Head of Projects and Strategy Units NGO Klimaka, Olga
Theodorikakou. “We knew that suicide was a matter of crisis. It was a matter of how a person feels for specific days, weeks, even
months. If you could confront this crisis and the person would be treated, you could prevent suicide.”
Studies have shown that there is not a direct correlation between the rise of suicide rates and the economic crisis. However, since
the first austerity measures were implement by the PASOK government – headed by former prime minister, George Papandreou –
and especially after the implementation of the first bailout program, the attempts and acts of suicides have not stopped increasing.
“It is known that people who are susceptible to depression are more likely to worsen when they are in distress or are experiencing
stressful situations. More people are under stressful situations in times of crises; financial difficulties can be hugely important in
modern life. However, depression is very complex. Socio-economic conditions interact with personal circumstances and, of course,
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genetics in ways that we do not fully understand,” explains lecturer in Public Health at the Imperial College of London and coauthor of ‘Medium-term impact of the economic crisis on mortality, health-related behaviors and access to healthcare in Greece,’
Mr. Filippos Filippidis.

No Money Back
Between 2009 and 2013, the health expenditure declined by €5.2 billion – cut by over one third in real terms. With a lack in funding,
mental health services struggled to keep up with the increasing burden of mental disorders. Since 2013, 40 suicides have even taken
place in hospitals and health units.
Klimaka was also facing their own economic problems since, as an NGO, they did not receive any financial support from the
government at that time. However, the lack of assistance to mental illnesses related to suicides pushed them get a step ahead of
government institutions by creating the helpline, for those lacking hope, in 2008.
“Although at least 90% of people who commit suicide have a mental health disorder, the lack of access to quality mental health
services also has to do with the crisis. We had seen citizens’ initiatives provide services that were lacking, such as social pharmacies
or social medical centers run by volunteers and doctors. We knew that [a helpline] was something that was missing from Greece,
that there were no services like that in comparison with other countries like the UK,” explains Olga Theodorikakou.
Olga, who has been involved in this initiative since its inception, has witnessed how politicians were interested in using suicide to
benefit their own political agenda. “[Majority] government in 2012 were denying that suicides were increasing. [The opposition] in
2012 were saying ‘we have 10,000 suicides that are being committed due to austerity measures,’ which is untrue,” Olga
Theodorikakou explains. Rather than using suicide as a political tool, Klimaka called for a national suicide prevention strategy.
Instead, the government responded in a different way and Klimaka’s situation changed in 2012. The New Democracy government
recognized their work and began funding them. Since then, Klimaka is funded under the Ministry of Health and one, zero, one, eight
has become the national phone number for suicide prevention. Today, Klimaka’s helpline attends around 16,000 calls per year,
though not all calls are from high risk patients but also from family or friends seeking professional counseling.
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Olga Theodorikakou at her desk in her office in Athens. Photo: Nicole Proano

Breaking down walls
As with the majority of Balkan countries, there is a strong historical Christian Orthodox influence in Greece, where roughly 98%
of the population, today, are officially considered Greek Orthodox. Death and religion are inseparably tied, influencing how people
view suicide in Greek society. As professor Filippidis asserts, “suicide has not traditionally been socially accepted in Greece which
can contribute to the low suicide rates.” Greece is one of the European countries with the lowest rates – second, in fact, just after
Cyprus. In 2015, 529 suicides were registered in Greece while in countries such as the UK, 6,639 were recorded.
At Klimaka, Olga says they believe that the number of suicides is actually much larger than the one that is being published. Even
though medical death records may indicate that a person has died because of an accident, in Olga’s experience, Klimaka knows that
it may, in fact, be a suicide and the family has hidden the truth from fear of being stigmatized. “In some villages or even outside
Athens, Greeks deny burying a person who has committed suicide.”
Because of this, Olga Theodorikakou emphasizes that one of their most important responsibilities is to make people understand
that mental disorders are just like any other medical need and that in more than 90% of the cases, suicide can be prevented. “We
have to give them the treatment needed. It is like any other medical need. If I have a headache, I will take a pill. If something else
aches, I have to receive treatment. Mental health is something that may lead to death. It mostly has to do with impulse. That’s why
prevention is so feasible.”
However, this goal becomes difficult because of two types of obstacles. On the one hand, there is no physical connection between
the person calling for help and the Klimaka professionals behind the phone. “We know that if a person comes here, we do will do
our best not to lose him or her,” Olga says. For the people Klimaka treats, the mental health professionals try to refer patients to
centers on the patients’ side of the country where they can receive proper treatment. Olga explains that Klimaka’s biggest
frustration is when there is no nearby available public health services to where Klimaka can refer patients for follow-up treatment.
On the other hand, Olga Theodorikakou says that people calling may be aggressive, “but they call because they need help and you
have to give them the help they expect of you. You have to give them a solution. This is why they call. Especially people with
suicide idealization – you have to give them another route. Theodorikakou explains, that most of the time people calling are ready
to deflect, “and this shows how much suicide is really not a rational choice, because people change their minds very easily.”
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One, Zero, One, Eight. The sign shows what number to call. Photo: Marisa López

Filling the gaps in times of crises
Even though Greece has one of the lowest number of recorded suicides, the situation is still extremely significant. In 2014, the
number of recorded suicides were the country’s highest since 1960 – when this kind of data began being collected.
And despite the relatively low numbers, Olga Theodorikakou says that each suicide is a loss for society itself. “What we say is that
Greece losses in a bureaucratic way as well. We lose people of a productive age, people that could contribute to society. Society has
to do something about that.”
Overall, the number of cases of depression has increased at an alarming rate in Greece during the economic crisis with an estimated
500,000 people suffering from depression in 2015. As a result of personal debt and threats of home repossession, rates of involuntary
psychiatric hospitalization by court order have been soaring in recent years, from 57% in 2012 to 75% in 2014.
Hopefully the GDP growth and the expected stabilization of the economic landscape with the end of the third bailout program will
bring more hope for Greeks who have struggled to stay standing through all the economic struggles of the last decade.
Klimaka’s phone keeps ringing every day. In some seasons they receive a higher concentration of calls but not necessarily because
of a rise in suicidal thoughts. More and more, knowledge of their work is being spread throughout the country. With more discussion,
people will be more able to break taboos, face stigmas and ask for help.
One, zero, one, eight. A phone number that did not exist prior to the crisis but, today, is ready for anyone looking not to face their
mental illness alone.
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Poster which displays the helpline number. Photo: Marisa López

Official signs at the entrance of the office. Photo: Marisa López
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Transformative Power of Greek Solidarity
Social Solidarity Enterprises building sustainable micro economies based
fundamentally on giving back to your community
Link website: https://marisalopandnicolepro.exposure.co/transformative-power-of-greek-solidarity

By Nicole Proano & Marisa López

Members of Solidarity Piraeus gather around the table at their headquarters. In their natural element, there is lots of joking and
laughter. They are not a philanthropist group but a solidarity group who believes that to gain, you must first put in work. Photo: Nicole
Proano

Eleni Tsaousi, 34, is one of the countless people that have lost their jobs as a result of the effects of the economic crisis that erupted
in Greece in 2010. Eleni used to work at a private school in Piraeus, Athens before she was let go. “It was a period for me that
wasn’t going very well because, at my age, it is very difficult to deal with the fact that you are unemployed and especially when
you are a woman.”
But things changed in her life one year ago. Now, she is an active member of Solidarity Piraeus, a community where she feels
creative again. Aside from the evident income losses that losing one’s job entails, there are also social losses that are often less
considered as a result of unemployment.
“I fulfill myself with many things here,” Eleni says. She is studying for an English certificate in the classes this community offers,
as well as working in their communication department, “I feel useful.”
Solidarity Piraeus is a tangible example of a Social Solidarity Economy (SSE) enterprise in Greece. A whole new economic sector
with a long history in grassroots movements, which popularized as a political and economic reaction to government failures since
the crisis. This new sector is an alternative way to survive for some and a creative outlet for others, bringing community members
together.
As in Eleni’s case, being involved in a solidarity enterprise, or a ‘community’ as Solidarity Piraeus call themselves, can help give
someone’s life purpose again, especially an unemployed person. In many cases, these groups have also provided members with
economic benefits as well, but profit is secondary to the social gains which can manifest in many different ways.
Video: Solidarity Piraeus: Creating in Times of Crisis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y6Btak9fIB0&feature=youtu.be
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What is an SSE enterprise?
Solidarity Piraeus is one, but there are hundreds of different forms a solidarity enterprise can take. Big or small, formal or informal,
there are just three fundamental characteristics to a well-functioning SSE structure: they are governed democratically; they have a
social purpose within their statute; and there are limits in profits distribution.
Under the Ministry of Labor, the Special secretariat for SSE in Greece, Antonio Vorloou, explains that since SSE enterprises fall
neither under the private or the public sector, the government considers them as a third sector. “It’s regulated but it’s not a state
sponsored activity,” Vorloou says.
They can’t be considered in the private sector since they aim is not profit. Any financial gains that is produced within these structures
are redistributed within the group for the benefit of all members, which is the ‘social purpose’ aspect.
Within this third sector, the scope of SSE functions is broad, and almost undefinable. From clinics to culture, from restauration to
technology, people are creating their own enterprises that are fundamentally based on member solidarity. Within Solidarity Piraeus,
they have their own school, a food bank for members, and a clothing exchange service.

Since SSE was introduced in its new form in 2016, Antonis Vorloou has been the first to hold his post as Special Secretariat for SSE. Vorloou
is eager to make the idea of SSE more well-known in Greece. Photo: Nicole Proano

Video: Solidarity Meets: Greek Citizens React to Cuts in Public Funding
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GpazGDX8t64&feature=youtu.be

Solidarity before the crisis
Solidarity values are embedded into Greek society, based on family culture and a long political history of self-assembly. Christos
Giovanopoulos, PhD Researcher at the Faculty of Social Sciences, at VRIJE University of Amsterdam, partially credits the current
rise in SSE enterprises to these pre-existing conditions.

20

SSE organizations´year of foundation in Greece, Spain and Switzerland

Source: ´Exploring the Social and Solidarity Economy Sector in Greece, Spain, and Switzerland in Times of Crisis´ by S. Kalogeraki, M.
Papadaki, and M. Pera Ros.

“This is part of the culture that was there and people were familiar with this culture,” he says, making reference to some of Greece’s
most recent demonstrations, such as the wave of University occupations in 1987 and the Syntagma Square movement in May 2011,
that mobilized thousands of people to protest the austerity measures in front of the Parliament building.
Sofia Adams is the Project Coordinator in the field of SSE for the Heinrich Böll foundation which has been ‘one of the few
foundations with an explicit commitment exploring the potential of social and solidarity economy.’ Adams also purports that, “the
crisis has definitely acted like a trigger factor but there are also other factors involved that have to do with a legacy of social and
political movements.”
Though the crisis is not a direct cause of the rise in these types of enterprises, there is certainly a correlation between the economic
losses of the country and the spike in numbers of solidarity enterprises.
For that reason, it is difficult to tell which is more influential in the rise of SSE enterprises - these cultural characteristics that bread
an ideal environment for them in Greece or the economic crisis that pressurized citizens into coming up with their own solutions.
Dynamics of SSE
In 2015, the government noticed the potential for solidarity economy to address social exclusion problems in the country and in
some cases, unemployment and poverty. They changed the law with the intention of broadening the scope of structures that would
fit under the official SSE domain.
Though this law made it easier for more types of enterprises to access loans from the government to help with starting up, some
chose to remain entirely independent of the state. In Greece, the motivations for starting an SSE economy or for being involved in
one vary, as do peoples’ philosophy within them.
For some, motivations are more political. “If you have a legal status, you give power to the state,” Giovanopoulos says. “You
minimize the freedoms of action. You don’t maximize your potential, you minimize it.”
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Like many others involved in SSE, Christos Giovanopoulos's motivations are more political. He has a vision of a society that functions
differently than it does today - one where we see more widespread solidarity. Photo: Nicole Proano

Christos Giovanopoulos, has a bigger vision for solidarity economies. Not upwards, like most capitalist structures that aim for profit,
Christos hopes to see them grow outwards. But this would require a large scale transformation.
“We have to understand society in a more dynamic way, outside of the preset, kind of class distinctions, sexual distinctions, whatever
distinctions. And that´s the transformative power of this experience. You learn that all things can happen other ways.”
Eleni, Kostas, and those at Comeet have used these tough economic conditions to utilize their creative potential. Watch the videos
for a better understanding of how some SSE structures in Greece function.
Video: Comeet: An SSE Co-Creating Space
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZxxNlINdsro&feature=youtu.be
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VÍDEO: Solidarity Piraeus
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y6Btak9fIB0&feature=youtu.be
Title of video: Solidarity Piraeus: Creating in times of crisis.
Name of student: Nicole Proano & Marisa López
Date: June 3rd 2018

MODEL A
-

The quotes in Italic referring to people`s quotes. The rest is our script.

00:00 – 00:05 Solidarity Piraeus: Creating in times of crisis.
00:06 – 00:17 This community began operation back in 2012, in the peak of the Greek
financial crisis.
00:18 – 00:25 They started as a group of around 15 and grew to 150 in six years.
00:26 – 00:46 Solidarity Piraeus’s goals:
“Not to give things to people that have the necessity. But to create places
where all together, we can take over our lives again, in our hands”, Myrto
Bolota: member and English teacht at the Social School
00:47 – 01:02 They’ve created their own currency and they call it Porto.
01:03 – 01:07 Members can work on community initiatives to earn to Portos.
01:07 – 01:011 €1 = 1 Porto
01:11 – 01:17 Hour = 3.5 Portos
01:18 – 01:28 They can exchange their Portos for groceries
01:29 – 01:33 In one more, or for about 16 hours of work…
01:32 “This is the bank of food, right?” Marisa López
01:36 “This is our bank – Solidarity bank” Kostas Karras: founder of Solidarity Pireus
01:37 – 01:42 These are all the groceries they can get.
01:43 – 01:47 Solidarity Piraeus has a school where teachers volunteer.
01:48 – 01:53 They offer English and French classes.
01:57 – 02:03 Tutoring is available for Elementary and Secondary students.
02:04 – 02:09 Eleni is one of the members who attends English classes. She lost her job in 2014.
02:10 – 02:16 “So it benefitted you in terms of fulfilling basic needs and also in terms of
giving you a community?” the journalist, Nicole Proano,
02:17- 02:39 “Personally, I feel more creative.
Here, now.
I fulfill myself with many things. I don’t mean Porto or food. I mean general
things. I feel useful” Eleni Tsaousi: member and student at the Social School
02:40 – 02:47 They also gather clothes for members and others in need
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02:48 – 02:58 Often providing for refugees, prisons and other solidarity networks.
02:59 – 03:04 And four days out of the week they hold a social kitchen.
03:05 – 03:13 Anyone in need can come and partake in the social kitchen meals.
03:14 – 03:19 Those who are unemployed, homeless, or just hungry.
03:20 – 03:39 “He says that this is a good thing that happens.
That they help us. We’re unemployed and we can’t eat. And the reason we
come here is to collect our food and we can survive”.
Dimitris Theodosis, helper of Solidarity Piraeus translating a beneficiary of
the Social Kitchen.
03:40 – 03:42 They provide around 120 servings each time.
03:43 – 04:05 “It’s very important for your soul. To belong somewhere.
And not stay alone, at home.
A lot of people who came here all these years, they survived. We believe
that we saved them from depression and from suicide”.
Keiti Mendoni, member Solidarity Pireus
04:06 – 04:15 The financial crisis in Greece left many struggling. Solidarity Piraeus has
tried to fill the gap that the government could not.
04:16 – 04:23 So far, they are not functioning at a high enough level so as to be subsistent.
For most members, Solidarity Piraeus is supplementary to other part-time
employment.
04:24 – 04:30 Their next step is to create jobs.
04:31- 04:38 Solidarity Piraeus is one example of how difficult economic times can
thrust people into inventing solutions creatively.
04:39 – 04:43 Thank you Solidarity Piraeus.
04:44 – 04:55 Special thanks to:
Kostas Karras
Kaiti Mendoni
Myrto Bolota
Dimitris Theodosis
Eleni Tsaousi
04:55 – 05:01 Music credit: Bluedotsessions
05:02 – 05:06 Produced by Nicole Proano & Marisa López
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VÍDEO: Solidarity Polyclinic, K.I.F.A.
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GpazGDX8t64&feature=youtu.be
Title of video: Solidarity Meets: Greek Citizens React to Cuts in Public Funding
Name of student: Nicole Proano & Marisa López
Date: June 3rd 2018

MODEL A
-

The quotes in Italic referring to people`s quotes. The rest is our script.

00:00 – 00:08 Solidarity Meets: Greek Citizens React to Cuts
00:09 – 00:11 Solidarity Polyclinic, K.I.F.A.
00:12 – 00:47 “We’re about 40-45 people volunteering. What means volunteering? It
means that we come here. We take care of patients. We take care of the
people who need medicine.
And be it doctors, be it dentists, be it pharmacists, they come, we come
without getting any more”.
Kostas Kokoppssis, K.I.F.A Volunteer
00:48 – 01:25 Who are the volunteers?
“They are doctors who either they have their own clinics and they devote
some days per week or per fortnight period to come here and treat, free of
any kind of charge, our patients. Or they are people who work at public
health sectors and in the afternoon, for instance, they come here”
Kostas Kokoppssis, K.I.F.A Volunteer
01:26 – 02:44 “It started 5 years ago – then the crisis was at the peak. Then there was
2.5 million people beyond, outside the structures of the Greek national
health system.
From the moment this polyclinic has been established, it was about 15,000
or 17,000 people who had come here”
Kostas Kokoppssis, K.I.F.A Volunteer
02:45 – 03:35 How is K.I.F.A. funded?
“This structure has a legal entity. We are recognized by the state as a
legal entity, as an association of volunteers. But we are not, so-to-say, an
NGO (a non-governmental organization). What this means – this means
that according to the European and the Greek legislation, we are not
entitled because we don’t want, we don’t aspire, we don’t plan, we don’t
intend to ask money either by the country or by the European union or
even by international organizations. This means that whatever we have,
this comes from donations”.
Either from Greece, inside the country or from abroad. We don’t have a
secured income or secured amount of money coming from world health
organization or for instance medicines sans frontier –no. but we try to
plan our budget according to what we have been told we can hope for – I
mean money transfers etc. etc.
Kostas Kokoppssis, K.I.F.A Volunteer
03:37 – 04:10 “When I say that we receive money from abroad, these are solidarity
organizations – people like us. People who do not volunteer in kind but
they collect money and they announce we manage to have so much money
for you, for the help, what you need. You need to paramedical staff or you
need medicine. What you need, or you need the money for the rent – these
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kinds of things”.
Kostas Kokoppssis, K.I.F.A Volunteer
04:12 – 04:52 What problems remain for healthcare in Greece?
“The country faces tremendous economic problems. Priority number one
is defense. Priority number two is the public sector. Last on the list is
education and health. Which, unfortunately is the criterion for the
wellbeing of a system – to what extent you have a social system. And
allowance system, a health system or an education system but
unfortunately this is last on the list”.
Kostas Kokoppssis, K.I.F.A Volunteer
04:53 – 05:02 Up to 2015, K.I.F.A. was mainly attending to Greek nationals. The law changed in 2015, making public
healthcare available to all citizens.
05:03 – 05:10 In the same year, the Syrian war brought many refugees to Greece. K.I.F.A. patients began consisting mainly of
refugees.
05:10 – 05:16 Their own efforts and those of other solidarity clinics have remained essential in the provision of medical needs in
Greece throughout the economic crisis.
05:17 – 05:22 Produced by: Nicole Proano and Marisa López
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VÍDEO: Comeet
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZxxNlINdsro&feature=youtu.be
Title of video: Comeet: An SSE Co-Creating Space
Name of student: Nicole Proano & Marisa López
Date: June 3rd 2018

MODEL A
-

The quotes in Italic referring to people`s quotes. The rest is our script.

00:00 – 00:11 Eva, Manolis, Nikolas.
“Comeet – it’s the comet with C.O.” Manolis:
“Meet”: Eva
00:12 – 00:17 Comeet – a Social Solidarity Economy co-creating space.
00:18 Heraklion, Crete.
00:25 – 00:50 “The main goal was to make this place for us to co-create with each other. And then we opened up the space for
third parties to participate on this movement, you could say. Our daily function place of the place is let’s say a
co-working, activity but we mainly like to organize creative and cultural activities – concerts and docs and
projections to create this hub where people can meet and communicate” Eva
00:51 – 00:55 Why did you start Comeet?
00:56 – 01:31 “We started it because we were working at home alone, each one of us. So we thought that we could cooperate
with each other on a big project and we saw that we would love to be everyday with each other to see, each other
and to meet together, work together. So we said, let’s do something like this, let’s not stay at home every day,
alone. So we started with this and after that we found a bigger place so we said let’s share it with others and
meet more people, stay together” Nikolas
01:32 – 01:36 Who can come and use this space?
01:37 – 01:53 “We can host in a way, so either it’s a solidarity group or its like an individual who needs to be hosted here to do
anything. So we’re open to help if we can to whatever groups come to us” Eva
01:54 – 01:58 What does the financial aspect of Comeet look like?
01:59 – 02:12 “It’s not about supporting us for money. It’s just, we’re trying to make it stabilize by itself. And you know, we
don’t…” Manolis:
02:13 – 02:22 “For us it was first for the environment and not being places that we don’t like to work or stay with other people
that we can communicate. It was first of all this” Nikolas
02:23 – 03:00 “Basically, for the first three years, we worked and our money came here to build this. So now, the last five
months, we don’t pay extra in a way, it self-sustains so we don’t put our money to support it. But no benefit in an
economic way. A lot of benefits in understanding how we work together and what the benefits are in ourselves”
Manolis
03:01 – 03:05 How do you manage Comeet?
03:06 – 03:42 “We are everyday here, but meetings in a way of organizing things, it’s like one time a week. So we’re trying to
organize the basics needs of the office. But it’s more what Nikola said, that we realized that we’re basically
questioning the roles and how the models of business and collaboration works. We don’t have responsibility.
There’s not one guy that is doing the cleaning, another guy that is…we’re going everything all together” Manolis
03:43 – 03:55 “We’re trying to figure that in our way. Not to be individual and it’s a difficult way. We see many difficulties and
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we love it” Nikolas
03:56 “It’s hard” Manolis
03:57 – 04:18 “That’s why it took us two years and a half to open to the public. Because we needed a process. Also construction
wise to build this place by our own budget. But also we needed the time to process each other, to understand
each other. And to find a common way of thinking” Eva
04:19 – 04:22 Did anything in particular inspire Comeet?
04:23 – 05:14 “The crisis basically. And the lack of the ability to spend money on your own and do whatever you like. And the
other reason, I think the best one, is because people, we felt that it’s better to go together than going alone even
if you have the money. So it was a question of the previous life before crisis. And it’s both. A lot of people are
doing it because they don’t have money and it’s easier to spread the expenses. And even for this its good but
basically the deeper need is that we realize it’s much better for our self-improvement in general to work together
and dig deeper” Manolis
05:15 - 05:46 “It was not a specific group that inspired us, it was all the social situation. That took us from our home in a way,
that we didn’t want to be alone, we wanted to do communal stuff. So the feeling that was all around Greece
actually inspired us to do the same” Eva
05:47 – 05:46 How has Comeet changed your lives?
05:52 – 06:14 “In a way we learned in an entrepreneur way. It’s a family way. It’s a family business. But we say that all the
people being here, we’re going to live in that way because everyone likes it” Nikolas
06:15 – 06:48 “I learned here how to be equal. I mean with the values and how to leave my ego out of me in a way. To listen and
to forget my values that I used to know in my other life – to make a profit, to make a career, you know whatever. I
kind of, in the process, learned to leave them behind me. So the team in a way helped me and I help the team to
have this vibe” Eva
06:49 – 06:53 Comeet has been creating together since 2014.
06:54 – 06:59 They opened to the public on year ago.
07:00 – 07:08 Comeet is one example of the hundreds of Social Solidarity Economies that sprung up since the beginning of the
crisis.
07:09 – 07:16 Thank you for sharing your creativity, Comeet.
07:17 – 07:26 Special thanks to: Eva Greka, Manolis Foinikianakis, Nikolas Leventakis
07:27 – 07:32 Music Credit: Blue Dot Sessions
07:33 – 07:38 Produced by: Nicole Proano and Marisa López
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Dancing for Freedom. Cretan resistance against Fascism
Greek law allows that criminal-ridden, Golden Dawn, roam the streets but local Cretans won’t stand for it
Marisa López & Nicole Proano

Some members of the Anti-Fascist Assembly of Heraklion during the celebration. Photo: Marisa López

Alexandra*, 21, is preparing for her university exams next week, but it’s hard to concentrate. She’s happy. She smiles. Because the
next day, May 27, is going to be a special day for her and her comrades from the Anti – Fascist Assembly of Heraklion. “We cast
the Golden Dawn away [from Crete] and we want to invite people of all ages to come and celebrate together. It’s not only a win for
anti-fascists but a win for life - for every person who wants to live freely.”
Last February, this anti-fascist group undertook an attack against the Cretan offices of Greece’s far-right, Golden Dawn party,
located in the neighborhood, Nea Alikarnassos.
“We were about 60 people. We went early in the morning, around six am. We didn’t want it to be at night because we wanted the
neighborhood to see it. And we didn’t want to cause a fight with the police because doing it at night seems sneaky. We wanted to
do it the safest way possible - to have the neighborhood with us and to not be scary people who break things,” she explains.
Entering in through the balcony, the group broke the windows, damaged furniture in every room, destroyed the plumbing and
electrical utilities, wrote slogans and sprayed paint on the walls. What can be described as vandalism was, however, followed by
applause from many in the neighborhood. “They said ‘thank you’, which satisfied us. That meant a lot to us,” says Konstantinos*,
another member of the anti-fascist group.
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Golden Dawn`s office in Nea Alikarnassos after the anti-fascist´s attack in February 2018. All rights reserved to the original creators:
cretalive.gr
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After several prior attempts to establish their Cretan headquarters in the city center of Heraklion – frustrated always by civil society
who would protest against them in riots of over 1,000 demonstrators - the political party chose the Nea Alikarnassos neighborhood
instead. “The fact that the Golden Dawn chose to establish its headquarters here five or six years ago was because they found
supporters here. Where you find working class people, unfortunately, it’s easier to find radicalized fascists,” Konstantinos* says.
He adds that many of his lively childhood memories took place on its streets, so this neighborhood means a lot to him.
Nea Alikarnassos also has a strong connection with immigration back from the Greco-Turkish War. This history helps garner support
for the Assembly’s open public sessions, explaining what is behind Golden Dawn propaganda, ideas and values which are based on
three pillars: fascism, violence and race supremacy.
Following the vandalism of the building, the landlord no longer wanted to rent the space to them. And as of yet, no one else has
been willing to either. Building owners in Crete are now aware that where Golden Dawn opens an office on the island, the antifascists will show up again and destroy it. “So, they just left. Now in Crete, there are fascists but no offices,” Alexandra* says. Since
February, Golden Dawn has had no official space on the biggest island of the Aegean Sea, from where to coordinate their actions
and freely spread their hate message.
Alexandra* smiles even bigger, remembering the ‘thank-you’ of grandmothers and people from the area, responding to their
collective actions. “It was really encouraging,” she says.
The rhetoric of the group
As the country’s third largest political party, the Golden Dawn has an office in the Parliament building in Syntagma Square in the
center of Athens. Inside, Ilias Kasidiarias, spokesperson of the Golden Dawn and one of the most well-known members due to his
controversial public behaviors but a well-looking aspect, is like a lion dressed in lambskin.
He appears gentle. He also smiles. He is open to talk with media abroad because, according to Kasidiaris, he isn’t given a platform
in Greek mass media, except for when he speaks in Parliament. “It is impossible to watch a speech or an interview of the Golden
Dawn on television,” he says, claiming that is why their constituency is less likely to be older citizens.

Ilias Kasidiaris, posing with the party flag in the Golden Dawn office in the Parliament. When he is asked about the similarities between
the Nazi swastika and the symbol of the Golden Dawn, he says that it is an ancient Greek symbol that can be found even on the ceilings
of the Parliament. Prof. Daphne Halikiopoulou says she thinks, “If you had a symbol and your symbol looked like a symbol of something
that eliminated 6 million people, you might want to change that symbol.” Photo: Nicole Proano
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However, the reduction of the Golden Dawn’s space in mass media started in 2013 following the murder of Pavlos Fyssas - an antifascist rapper. The murder, which was committed by a Golden Dawn supporter, provoked a general condemnation of the party: from
politicians, to civil society, as well as the mass media.
The assassination was followed by demonstrations that drew 50,000 people into the street of Athens. Greece’s President at that time,
Karolos Papoulias, stated that: “It is our duty not to allow any space whatsoever to fascism—not even an inch.” Since then, there
has been an unwillingness of the Greek media outlets, who have self-discretionary power, to give them a platform.
“Older people do not know what we say,” Mr. Kasidiarias continues, “But young people can watch us on YouTube and they vote
for us.” According to polls, a big portion their support comes from voters between the ages of 25 and 39. Nonetheless, Associate
Professor in Comparative Politics at Reading University, Daphne Halikiopoulou, asserts that we have to look at this data with
perspective.
“First of all, education is the most significant factor. The less educated you are, the more likely to vote for the Golden Dawn. And
then, we are talking about a particular constituency of young men in employment age who are unemployed and very angry. So
probably, if you break the young people down you will find it is more male, and these are more males in precarious employment.”
From the beginning of the financial crisis, to the first year Golden Dawn was elected into Parliament, youth unemployment rose
from 22.5 % to 52% respectively.
Still, Prof. Halikiopoulou warns that the explication cannot be reduced to the argument that their support is an outcome of the
embitterment that times of crises brings. “The crisis definitely opened the space, it pissed people off. But we cannot just attribute
everything to the crisis because, simply, other countries with crises do not have a similar party. There’s a particular constituency in
Greece, a steady support for a party that’s simultaneously in prison.”
Nikos Marantzidis, Professor at the University of Macedonia, describes Golden Dawn supporters as having mainly, “authoritarian
tendencies, strong or latent, and is more or less indifferent to liberal democratic values. In reality, democracy is not as threatened as
liberal values.”

Politicians or criminals?
Today, Golden Dawn is facing what is considered the “the biggest trial of fascist criminality since Nuremberg” in the Greek justice
system. And under the accusation of being a criminal organization, three serious criminal offenses were also brought before the
courts: the above-mentioned murder of Pavlos Fyssas; an assassination attempt on Abuzid Embarac, an Egyptian worker; and
assassination attempts on members of the Greek Communist Party.
On September 17th, 2013, these charges brought in 69 accused. Among them, all the 18 members of the parliamentarian group,
including the leader Nikolaos Michaloliakos and spokesperson Ilias Kasidiaris. “When Golden Dawn rose up, the political system
started an illegal war against us,” Ilias Kasidiaris claims. He was released from prison on a €50,000 bail.
But the trial began in 2015 and is still open in court. “The fact that they are free and circulating around is one of the Greek
specificities,” explains the Professor Nikolaos Alivizatos, who testified in the trial against Golden Dawn as a Constitutional Law
Scholar. “If they were in France or in Spain, they would have still been in jail because their court case goes on. In Greece there is a
clause in the Greek constitution saying that they cannot remain [in jail] for more than 18 months.”
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Entitled, “The political diary of prison”, Ilias Kasidiaris wrote this book during his time in prison. On 10 July 2014, Kasidiaris was taken to
prison, on a charge of weapons possession with the intent to supply a criminal organization. After one year, Kasidiaris was released from
custody after the council of appeals court judges deemed that "the legal weight" of the offense was not adequate to justify detention.
Photo: Marisa López

Page from Ilias Kasidiaris’s book. Photo: Marisa López
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Greece’s recent history of coups sheds a light on a broader political culture of intolerance of any form of state intervention on
internal party matters. So even though Nikolaos Michaloliakos himself accepted political responsibility for the murder of Pavlos
Fyssas on live radio, and although a close relationship between the rappers murderer and main party members has been proven,
Greek law does not permit the prohibition of political parties based on ideological reasons.
“What I testified in court is that their specific party may be accused as a criminal organization and under common criminal law.
And in the end, that is the way Golden Dawn was treated, as a criminal organization. That is to say, an organization that purportedly
commits crimes,” Mr. Alivizatos explains.
From Marie LePen in France, to Viktor Orbán in Hungary, the rise of far-right parties in Europe is unmistakable. But it has been
emphasized by professionals that the Golden Dawn are not just another anti-Europeanist and anti-immigration party. “Just bear in
mind that they are criminals,” Prof. Daphne Halikiopoulou says.
Mr. Alivizatos makes it clear that, “if you start comparing Golden Dawn with the extreme right-wing political parties of other
European countries, you will make a confusion. These guys are killers. You should bear in mind that there is a specificity in that
respect.”
What Golden Dawn stands for
Accused as fascist and racist, Ilias Kasidiaris rejects both labels, claiming instead to be nationalist. However, Prof. Halikiopoulou
has assembled arguments to show why they should be studied as a fascist group, even with a Nazis perspective.
“[Unlike other far-right European parties who] frame their anti-immigration in an ideological way and in an economic way saying
`we do not want immigrants because most of them are Muslim and they seek to erode our national democracy,´ Golden Dawn says
`if your blood is not Greek, you are out of here´. Also, they are very violent. They have a whole violent structure and hierarchy like
a fascist regime. They walk around, they have these T-shirts with Golden Dawn and they carry the bats – you can see them, they’re
like a mob.”

Every office in Athens is associated with attacks on immigrants, and ideological and political enemies of the organization A drive-by
shooting occurred outside one of their offices in suburban Athens, shortly after the murder of artist, Pablo Fyssass, killing two Golden Dawn
members. Photo: Marisa López
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Inside one of their Athens headquarters, they sell books written by their own members, as well as some written by Stalin and Spanish
general, José Antonio Primo de Rivera, founder of the Spanish fascist party, the Spanish Falange. Photo: Marisa López

Pulpit in downtown Athens headquarters where Kasidiaris and other members sometimes make speeches. Photo: Marisa López

When Kasidiaris is asked about reserving the hand out free food to Greek nationals alone, his response is like that of a snake charmer
to desperate people. “This is not democracy in Greece. We called the people to Syntagma square where I said ‘1.000 people, take
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food today.’ And after that, there was a law saying it is illegal for Golden Dawn to do that. We gave a present. We say, `we want to
give a present to you, but not to you.` I can decide who I give to because I give the present. This is my decision, not the decision of
the state.”
What’s not being said and what party supporters do not want to see, is that it’s not just a decision one person or one party gets to
take on alone and without consequence. Only those who were able to present their Greek ID’s were allotted food. These actions go
against equality and are motivated by discrimination based on race, color and nationality, contrary to all the principals that inspired
the Human Rights declaration.

“I want my country back” street painting in front of one Golden Dawn offices in Athens. Photo: Marisa López

“They are a threat for society first and foremost,” says the Political and Communications advisor of SYRIZA, Dimitris Rapidis,
who sees a lack of political initiative to stop them. “I am worried about a fascist group taking advantage of the public sphere and
doing what they are doing. The problem is that SYRIZA is the only party, so far, that publicly condemns the actions of Golden
Dawn. No other party is saying anything about them. This is actually a problem, because we need to have a united front against
such guys.”
The fight of the heroes
“Hence we will not say that Greeks fight like heroes, but that heroes fight like Greeks,” Winston Churchill once said. Greece has a
deep history in fascist resistance since WWII, especially in Crete, where the population showed strength when Nazi Germany began
an invasion of the island.
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“Death to Fascism. Fight for life and freedom.” The banner remained hoisted all throughout the celebration. Photo: Marisa López

And for that reason, on May 27, the Anti-Fascist Assembly of Heraklion is ready to celebrate that they are still aware and ready to
fight against the large shadow of the fascism.
“We know what Hitler did to the humanity,” Angela*, 50, one of the event attendees says, later referring to Cretans stopping German
paratroops during an invasion in 1942. “We do not want [fascists]. We believe they must not exist because even if they have even
a little power, they will start against us, against our children, our town and every minority.”
At the festival, there is free food and drinks. There is company. There is live music. Greek songs are played using traditional
instruments, revindication that Greek culture need not be played solely as an exclusionary political tool. Everyone is welcome.
Everyone who wants to celebrate that the Golden Dawn no longer has their offices in Crete.
Still, they must keep their feet firmly planted. Offices are a consequence of a support that remains there, and people who still believe
in their cause. “The destruction of the office is a message,” explains Myrto*, 34, supporter of the anti-fascist movement. “It means
that they do not have official permission to be here, that they do not have enough supporters to hold their headquarters here. But it
can be dangerous if we think that this has finished, because we know that they still exist and that they can always find ways to attack
and spread their ideas. It is a good thing that we are celebrating today, the closure of the headquarters, but it does not mean that the
struggle is over. We should always be alert,” she says.

37

From kids to seniors, people hold their hands and dance to the rhythm of the traditional music to celebrate the expulsion of the Golden
Dawn offices from Crete. Photo: Marisa López

For now, they deserve to dance. Together, joining their strength, they have been able to resist criminals. “If we let them think or
understand that we are afraid, we give them power. And if we let them take further steps into society, they will grow. If you have
your comrades, your friends and you are all together, then you are not afraid, you feel pride,” Angela* says.
*All stared names have been changed to protect the identity of those who have participated in the vandalism of the headquarters as
well as those who have supported those actions by attending the event.
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They were dancing for hours. Kids. Youth. Seniors. They embrace each other following the Cretan traditional dances. Today, they win.
Photos: Marisa López
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EU – SYRIZA relations nearing post-bailout
An interview with Christos Kanellopoulos, the EU Policy Advisor for SYRIZA
Link website: https://marisalopandnicolepro.exposure.co/eu-syriza-relations-nearing-postbailout

By Marisa López & Nicole Proano

SYRIZA has been in power since 2015 when it gained 155 seats out of 300 in the Greek Parliament. Photo: Nicole Proano

Christos Kanellopoulos is the EU Policy Advisor for SYRIZA since May, 2015. Working alongside, Yiannis Bournous, the
International Secretary of SYRIZA, Kanellopoulos, has been a firsthand witness of the relational developments between Greece and
the European Union throughout the years in which this Hellenic state has faced its worst financial crisis in modern times.
Q: How has it been for SYRIZA, trying to face the failures of dealing with Brussels?
A: 2015 was a great lesson for us. Some illusions were shattered, and we came to understand that when you´re in Europe, concerning
the European institutions, you cannot be alone – that was our main conclusion. We are the only left government in Europe, no
others. Maybe social democratic parties but no one else shares our commitments or our ideologies. We have no allies and no friends.
We are alone in all European institutions. The European Council – that was an institution we realized was impossible to defeat. We
had to capitulate or at least find a middle ground to negotiate and find a compromise. Some people in our party call it a defeat and
others call it a compromise. Either way, we failed what we wanted to do and then we went to the next elections. Remember that this
government came out of the September elections and has this settled program that we are faithful to. It was proposed to citizens in
2015 and it was that ´we are going to impose and implement the memorandum. We are going to do it faithfully because we want
to exit the third bailout and to face it. We are going to do it the most humanely way possible, to implement a parallel program, one
that alleviates some of the harsher aspects of the austerity.’ In 2015, we had been under five years of austerity. We think we have
been successful considering the context, the situation. This is actually the only bailout program that has reached a successful ending.
The two previous programs actually failed because the previous government couldn´t reach the target.
Q: How does a small country like Greece fight the measures the EU wants the Greece to impose?
A: You can´t really. You can negotiate. But we cannot reverse austerity or cancel it and follow our own program which was voted
for by the Greek people. This is actually a power relation, a balance of power thing. Germany has a stronghold over Greece. We
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realize that we need allies inside the EU, but also outside the EU. We followed a strategy of building ideological, political alliances,
but also geopolitical alliances.
We built geopolitical access to the south, allying ourselves with Spain, Italy, Cyprus and Malta. The ‘EU-Med For the South’ lobby
works for the interest of the south. That was very useful, also because of the migration crisis. We also pursued other alliances with,
for example, the USA, even with Donald Trump. For Greece, if there is to have a counted weight against Germany, we also need
an alliance with Trump and the US. This is a very important lesson for us and I think we followed that with success. This lobby is
quite successful. We´ve noticed that it has had an increasing influence on the IMF to loosen their grip. The IMF loosened some of
their demands concerning Greece.
Q: How is Greece´s position looking Europe now? Is it getting stronger?
A: We think politically stronger. We have some allies and we´ve also gained the confidence of the European Commission. The
Commission, under Junker of course, has been much more helpful these recent years than before. It is sometimes an ally against
German pressure. Of all our creditors – the ECB, the IMF, and the EU represented by the Commission - the Commission has always
been the friendliest, the people with whom we can negotiate, who can understand us and we can perforate them with certain
proposals. They are more willing, more political and less technocratic than the other institutions.
The ECB has certain neo-liberal ideologies. And the IMF sometimes has positive input but apart from the positive stance regarding
debt, everything else is terribly neoliberal.
Q: Has it been difficult for SYRIZA to stick to their values in EU negotiations?
A: Yes. We are very aware of the disappointment. We have to be realistic, there are no better alternatives. The major alternative
was exiting the Eurozone and adopting a new currency but we thought that would be totally destructive.
The EU is a strait jacket where neoliberalism is institutionalized. That is the main difference with other countries in the way that the
EU is more conservative in economic matters. It has a more conservative central bank. For example, the American Federal Bank,
AFB, has a mandate, not only to keep inflation low but also to keep unemployment low. The ECB does not have such a mandate.
Other parties think that the best way forward is to try to reform the EU and if we fail, exit. We think will hurt the welfare of our
people. So our aim is to build, to change the balance of power inside the EU, being true to our Marxist credentials. Maybe we can
turn Europe around into one that is closer and keeps respect of the values of solidarity, social justice, and equality between nations
– not only equality inside societies but also between European nations.
Q: Is the idea of a Grexit still salient in Greek politics today?
A: No one wanted an exit from the EU. Some people wanted an exit from the Eurozone, even from within the party. Of course,
many people have strong reservations about our participation in the EU and would also consider it a mistake to have entered the
EU. But that doesn’t mean it would not be a mistake to exit the EU now. Our advice to other countries, regarding the Euro, is ‘stay
as you are.’ If you are outside, stay outside. It’s suicidal to enter the Eurozone. If you are in the Eurozone then you cannot exit it
alone, without allies. It was still considered a risk, yes – not an exit from the EU, no one believed that would happen – but an exit
from the Eurozone, yes, it was a risk. Now, it is a thing of the past. I think that Greek society still holds that idea but stronger
reservations concerning the Eurozone and its functioning are more increased than ever.
Q: Does that idea still remain in SYRIZA?
A: There is hard and soft Eurosceptics. Hard Euroscepticism means you are against anything that has to do with the EU. Soft
Eurosceptics think that you have to stay but want to reform it. The party is softly Eurosceptic. We oppose this form of the EU. We
want another form but still a European Union. But we are so focused on the trying to have a successful bailout exit that, in a way,
we lost our international and EU viewpoint, since we are not in government and have responsibility of the country.
Q: Are there any fears about falling into economic struggles and into a fourth bailout?
A: First of all, I think that nobody really wants a fourth bailout. Of course we have some reservations. We know that the ECB wants
a kind of continuation of strong surveillance. For now, we will pass into another phase called post-bailout supervision. This is the
same situation as Cyprus and Portugal. There is still a kind of supervision but there are no reviews, no TROIKA coming into our
ministries to impose reforms, nothing like that. They just watch your numbers and say “do that,” and “no, don’t do that.”
Q: What are SYRIZA’s priorities after the bailout?
A: To keep up the work that we are doing in redressing the welfare state in Greece and expand it. We have adopted certain modalities
that change the structure of the welfare state. It’s not a huge expansion because there isn’t money to do a lot of things but, structurally,
we want to move it in a more universal direction. This is the example of the Scandinavian states – they are considered universal.
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SYRIZA government gave access to public health care to all people lacking social security, because before that, healthcare in Greece
was not a social right – it depended on your employment status. We also changed the social insurance assistance, trying to
redistribute to raise the social contributions for the highest paid professionals and self-employed people. Now, 10 -20% of the higher
payed people pay more but about 80% of the lower-classes pay the same or much less.
Q: Does Greece still have its hands tied?
A: I think that we have gained a level of freedom but not complete sovereignty. But, the situation is going to improve in a very
important way. Imagine that we have the TROIKA people who do not want to understand anything about the situations and say ‘I
want the pensions of widows to be cut.’ Now, this is over. We have fiscal targets and a stability pact that we have to respect. But
this is a huge improvement because we find our own way to fit the targets. Before, these decisions were imposed on us but now we
choose how to achieve the given targets.

Christos Kanellopoulos at his office in SYRIZA headquarters. Photo: Nicole Proano
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